


BOSS
TALK

Good evening, everyone,

Welcome to a matchday for one last time this season. Our Indian 
Super League campaign ends with a game against SC East 
Bengal, and while we might not have anything to gain on the table, 
there are two big reasons why we will be giving everything on the 
pitch tonight. WWe've already got more points than we finished 
with last season, and I would like for us to add three more to that. 
But most importantly, I want us to turn up with the kind of 
performance and effort that says ‘thank you’ to you, our 
supporters. 

East Bengal might be bottom of the table, but ever since the new 
coach has taken over, they have made a fight out of every game 
they have played. And I don’t expect it to be any different tonight. 
They are a team that likes to create chances, and their foreign 
players possess a lot of quality. We will be in for a tough game. 

While I have always said I will sit and assess the season in depth 
once it is completely done, there are broad takeaways that I can 
share with you. I feel we did a good job developing youngsters 
through the year. There were so many new faces who regularly 
featured in the starting eleven and that was encouraging to see. 
Importantly, we changed our style and it was an attractive one that 

we brought to the League. The players were comfortable playing 
it, and I believe audiences watching it liked it too. We did these 
parts well. Then there was the part where we wanted to qualify for 
the semifinal, and we fell short there. 

What is encouraging is that the players and the staff want to take 
the next step to improve. We showed the kind of football we are 
capable of playing, and no team had it easy against us. 

I would like to take this chance to thank all of you from the bottom 
of my heart for your support throughout the season. We looked at 
all your messages on social media, and were always grateful for 
the way you stood by us. There were also messages of 
disappointment at times, and even criticism, and to be honest I 
completely understood it. It told me that all of you feel so much 
for this club, and that you have your heart in the right place. 

Like I mentioned, we will play tonight’s game with everything we 
have and then take a well-deserved break, before turning our 
focus on to the next season. We believe we will get the chance to 
play our games at home with all of you in the stands watching, 
and that’s something that we are all already looking forward to. I 
am waiting to experience all the wonderful things I have heard 
about matchdays at the Fortress. So, see you soon, take care of 
yourselves and always represent this club like you have done so 
wonderfully this far.

Love,
Marco
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THE BIG
PREVIEW

LITTLE TO LOSE
With SC East Bengal placed rock-bottom and the Blues out of the 
running for a spot in the playoffs, tonight’s encounter at the Tilak 
Maidan is an opportunity for both teams to give a run out to 
players who have featured little so far. While the Blues have 
several youngsters in their ranks who can put out a strong show, 

SC East Bengal’s January transfers will be keen to help Mario 
Rivera finish his maiden Indian Super League campaign on a high. 
SC East Bengal will also be motivated to win considering the fact 
that three points tonight would take them to 14 on the table, as 
many as tenth placed NorthEast United. 

FIRST BLOOD
While the Blues have won two of their last five encounters in the 
League, the Torchbearers have failed to win any of their seven 
most recent fixtures. In fact, SC East Bengal’s last win in the 
Indian Super League came on the 19th of January, when they beat 
FC Goa 2-1. Mario Rivera’s side have conceded in all but two of 
their games this season - a total of 35 goals; only Odisha FC and 
NorthEast United have conceded more. Bengaluru will look to 
score early at the Tilak Maidan tonight, with SC East Bengal 
having conceded first in 12 of their 18 games in which goals have 
been scored this season.

HIGH OCTANE
SC East Bengal, for all their troubles this season, have been 
among the most disciplined sides in the League this campaign. 
Mario Rivera’s team sit in third place on the fairplay table with 
7.49 points and have received just 23 yellow cards this season, the 
least of any side. Meanwhile, the Blues’ high intensity of football 
have drawn 41 yellow cards, with Marco Pezzaiuoli’s side conced-
ing the most fouls of any team in the League (325). While the three 
points are there to win, it’s clear to see which team is bringing the 
fight on the night. 
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Having returned from an injury, Ashique 
Kuruniyan played over an hour in the Blues’ most 
recent encounter against ATK Mohun Bagan. Starting at 
the left-back position, Ashique’s frequent forays into the 
Mariners’ half proved a problem for the hosts as Bengaluru 
began to overload the midfield. At the Tilak Maidan tonight, 
the Blues will bank on his attacking prowess to aid their 
chances. In addition to his duties going forward, Ashique 
will also play a key role in Bengaluru’s attempts to keep a 
clean sheet, with Antonio Perošević the winger he is most 
likely to face down that flank.

KEY
MENBFC

ASHIQUE
KURUNIYAN



With Suresh Wangjam ruled out through 
injury, Ajay Chhetri filled in for El Torito in the Blues’ 
midfield against the Mariners. Technically adept with the 
ability to pick a pass, Ajay kept the Bengaluru midfield 
ticking, partnered by Bruno Ramires, with the Brazilian put 
to task on a more defensive role. The 22-year-old averages 
six tackles per game, and is also vital to breaking up play 
when the opposition looks to attack on the counter. Against 
an SC East Bengal side that like to push forward quickly, 
Ajay’s movements could prove crucial.
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The Blues’ Congolese striker has played the 
role of a number nine, and down the flank, on 
several occasions this term. With Bengaluru’s race for the 
playoffs over, Marco Pezzaiuoli will look to finish the 
season on a high, and finding the back of the net will be 
one of the main objectives at the Tilak Maidan tonight. The 
26-year-old has four goals and one assist this season, and 
will be the target man for Bengaluru against an SC East 
Bengal side that have conceded 35 goals.

KEY
MENBFC

PRINCE
IBARA



KEY
MEN

The man charged with moving the 
Torchbearers forward in attack, Spanish midfielder 
Francisco Sota will be one to look out for in the East 
Bengal squad today. The 31-year-old signed a short-term 
deal in January, and has been crucial to their turn of form 
since Mario Rivera’s appointment. Having turned out for a 
number of clubs in Spain’s Segunda B Division, Sota keeps 
SC East Bengal ticking with his quick passing and vision, 
and Bengaluru will need to keep a close eye on him to 
nullify his influence on the proceedings.

FRAN SOTA

SCEB



KEY
MEN

Twenty-three-year-old Naorem Mahesh Singh 
may have only two goals to his name this term, but his 
presence plays a big part in the way SC East Bengal go 
about things on the pitch. Tireless in his pressing and a 
constant threat down the flanks, Naorem has 22 shots to 
his name this season and has attempted 76 tackles. Always 
in the mix with his relentless effort to win the ball back, 
Naorem scored two goals in SC East Bengal’s only win of 
the season so far, a 2-1 result over FC Goa in January.

NAOREM
MAHESH SINGH

SCEB



KEY
MEN

One of the finds of the season, Antonio 
Perošević has tormented defenders in each of his 13 
appearances for SC East Bengal in the 2021-22 Indian 
Super League season. The 29-year-old has four goals and 
one assist this term, and averages a goal contribution 
every two games. The Croatian has attempted 49 shots this 
season, among the highest in the League, and Bengaluru’s 
backline will need to be on their toes to stop Perošević 
from having too much space in and around the area.

ANTONIO
PEROSEVIC

SCEB





KEEP IT KIND

BLUE COLTS END BDFA SUPER DIVISION LEAGUE 
WITH A WIN, FINISH FOURTH
Following a three-game winless streak, the Blue Colts were 
determined to end the season with a victory against Jawahar 
Union. The two clubs faced off at the Bangalore Football Stadium 
on Thursday and Bengaluru FC ran away 2-0 winners.

The Blues started the game on the front foot and pressed the 
Jawahar Union backline from the get go. They took an early lead 
when Lalthangliana carried the ball towards the 18-yard box and 
rifled it into the back of net with his left foot ten minutes into the 
game. BFC continued to control proceedings as the game went on 
but failed to double their lead till half time. Missed opportunities 
had cost the Blue Colts many points this season, but they kept 
their composure and moved the ball around with fluidity. 

With only ten minutes remaining in the game, the Blue Colts 
finally doubled their lead when Rakesh’s low cross found Thoi in 
the box, who drilled his shot past the Jawahar Union goalkeeper. 
The win meant BFC finished their season in fourth position.  

Bengaluru FC represents the city everywhere they go and the 
Blues are paying tribute to all the foundations and people who do 
their bit to help the city with the #KeepItKind campaign. Today, 
we’re introducing you to Hasiru Dala, an organisation that cares 
about the welfare of those that help collect and discard our waste.

HASIRU DALA

In a city that thrives on all the greenery and cleanliness, we fail to 
acknowledge the people who work so hard to ensure it stays that 
way. Hasiru Dala is an organisation that cares about the welfare of 
waste pickers in the city. Their goals include the creation of 

opportunities for the workers who have a tough time financially 
and provide educational support to young children who are forced 
into labour. The NGO also focuses on keeping the city clean and 
has an organic waste management system. The numbers don't lie 
and with 1.4 lakh trees, 6.2 KWh crores of electricity and 85k litres 
of fuel saved, the organisation is on the right path in making 
Bengaluru a better city.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
You can help by donating to 
pages.razorpay.com/HasiruDala.
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   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

30  LARA SHARMA

43  SHARON PADATTIL

 

   DEFENDERS

  3   YAYA BANANA

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

  5   ALAN COSTA

15  WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

16  SARTHAK GOLUI

19  AJITH KUMAR

27  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

BFC
SQUAD

HEAD COACH
MARCO PEZZAIUOLI

   MIDFIELDERS

  6   BRUNO RAMIRES

  7  JAYESH RANE

  8  SURESH WANGJAM

10  IMAN BASAFA

12  DANISH FAROOQ

13  AJAY CHHETRI

18  ROHIT KUMAR

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

35  BISWA DARJEE

40  DAMAITPHANG LYNGDOH

42  AKASHDEEP SINGH

 

   FORWARDS

  9   PRINCE IBARA

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

14  HARMANPREET SINGH

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA

26  BIDYASHAGAR SINGH

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

39  SIVASAKTHI NARAYANAN
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Bengaluru FC 1 (Sourav Das (OG) 55’)
SC East Bengal 1 (Semboi Haokip 28’)

Bengaluru FC were unbeaten in four when they took on SC East 
Bengal at the GMC Athletic Stadium, earlier this season. Naorem 
Roshan Singh’s deflected effort early in the second half ensured 
that Marco Pezzaiuoli’s side came away with a point on the night. 

The game got off to a slow start, as the Blues and East Bengal 
struggled to create chances. The first big moment came in the 
21st minute when Bruno Ramires saw his effort from 25 yards out 
sail over the bar. SC East Bengal took the lead shortly after when 
a free-kick from Wahengbam Luwang found the head of Semboi 
Haokip, who nodded past Gurpreet Singh Sandhu. 

The Blues nearly found the equalizer in the 36th minute when 
Alan Costa headed Cleiton Silva’s free-kick over the bar. The 
visitors walked down the tunnel with a 1-0 lead, giving Pezzaiuoli 
plenty to think about. 

Ten minutes into the second half and the Blues had East Bengal 
on the ropes, and found the back of the net. Roshan, cutting in 
after a corner, saw his effort take a deflection off Sourav, and 
evade the ‘keeper to make it 1-1.

Roshan kept the pressure on the visitors, with another free-kick 
past the hour mark that found the head of Prince Ibara, but the 
Congolese striker’s effort wasn't on target. The biggest chance of 
the game came in the 72nd minute when Roshan found Sunil 
Chhetri unmarked in the box, but the skipper’s shot was cleared 
off the line by Hira Mondal to keep things level. 

The referee’s whistle drew an end to the encounter, which kept the 
Blues in ninth place on the League table, with ten points from ten 
games.
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