


BOSS
TALK

Good evening everyone, 

I hope all of you have had a good week and are wrapping up all 
your work quickly, to make it in time to catch tonight’s game. 
We’ve entered the final stretch of the League stages and the race 
for a spot in the play-offs is still a very open one.  We have shown 
tremendous resolve and mentality to keep ourselves in the 
running for one of the four semifinal positions. In football, you 
can’t influence the results in the games you are not part of. And 
that’s why we will be focussing on doing our job well. If we stick to 
our style and the basics that we have built this season upon, we 
are a very difficult team to beat. 

Our opponents on the night are a team we have beaten 4-2 at the 
start of the season but much has changed for NorthEast United 
since then. They are a good team offensively and have acquired 
some experienced foreigners in the January transfer window. 
They may be bottom of the table, but they would want to finish the 
season in the best possible manner. They will play with no 
pressure and we have to make sure we don’t give them any 
breathing space on the pitch. 

We will be without Roshan who is suspended for this game, and 
we will also be without Ashique, Jayesh and Rohit – all of who are 
out nursing injuries. There are still a few players who are yet to 

completely recover from post-COVID fatigue. But I have a good 
squad of players to choose from, and we’ll see what our best 
combination for this game is. 

Like all unbeaten runs, ours came to a halt against Hyderabad 
last week. We spoke about it and reminded ourselves about the 
aspects of our game and the team that led us to that nine-game 
run without defeat in the first place. We will need to show more 
personality on the pitch, matched with the mentality that has seen 
us stay in contention for a top-four spot. 

We have had a few days between our last game and tonight, and 
it’s given us the chance to work on things tactically. The team has 
been in good spirits, despite the constraints of the bubble. It’s 
always nice to see the boys having a laugh and unwinding 
whenever they get the chance to. To be honest, we all want to get 
out of the bubble as soon as possible, but not before we give our 
everything towards the task at hand. 

We will try and do everything to make sure we keep the flag of this 
football club flying high in the competition. Keep supporting and 
encouraging the boys the way you do. This team feeds off the 
energy you give us from far away too. Let’s have a good night. 

Love, 
Marco
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THE BIG
PREVIEW

ALL AND NOTHING
While every point matters in the Blues’ push for a spot in the 
playoffs, NorthEast United are out of contention with just ten 
points from the 17 games this season. The Highlanders have won 
just two games this term, and have conceded as many as 38 goals, 
the most of any side in the League. Bengaluru, meanwhile, fresh 

off the back of their first defeat in 10 matches, will be keen to 
steady their ship once again, knowing full well that a slip-up could 
mean the difference between a spot in the playoffs and an early 
ticket home.

CONTRASTING FORTUNES
Marco Pezzaiuoli’s Blues have lost just once in their last ten 
encounters and NorthEast United haven’t won any of their most 
recent ten League fixtures. Khalid Jamil’s side haven't picked up 
all three points since they faced SC East Bengal in December, and 
the Highlanders will be eager to end their season on the right 
note. Bengaluru will have to be wary of a NorthEast United attack 
that has found the net in four out of the last five matches.

NEW FACES
The Blues have Cameroonian center-half Yaya Banana available 
for selection. NorthEast United, meanwhile, have three new faces 
in their ranks in the form of Brazilian attacker Marcelinho, Austri-
an winger Marco Sahanek and Senegalese defender Zakaria 
Diallo. Marco Pezzaiuoli has maintained that the Highlanders are 
a different outfit from the one that faced Bengaluru in their 
season opener, and the Blues will do well to stay focused through 
the ninety tonight.

TEAM NEWS 
Naorem Roshan, who is in the middle of an outstanding season, 
misses the game with a suspension. Ashique Kuruniyan, Jayesh 
Rane and Rohit Kumar are all recovering from or nursing injuries 
and will be in the stands to watch this one. 
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The skipper’s been back among the goals, and 
has scored in this fixture in three of the last four 
seasons. Safe to say, you wouldn’t bet against him finding 
the net tonight. In scoring against Hyderabad FC last week, 
Chhetri became the first player in the history of the Indian 
Super League to reach the fifty-goal mark, and for the first 
time went clear atop the all-time top-scorers list. Playing 
in a more central role on occasion, the 37-year-old has 
influenced proceedings in more ways than one, and his 
presence will be key to the way Bengaluru go about things 
at the Fatorda tonight.

KEY
MENBFC

SUNIL
CHHETRI



A lack of match fitness saw Yaya Banana take 
his place on the bench against Hyderabad FC, but a 
week into training with the Blues, the Cameroonian could 
be in the running to start against the Highlanders tonight. 
Having played the final minutes of Bengaluru’s loss to 
Hyderabad FC, Banana brought with him a level of calm at 
the back, a characteristic that Bengaluru could do with as 
they enter a crucial part of the season. Banana is adept 
with both feet, and is not shy of playing the occasional long 
diagonal that could free up the flanks for Marco 
Pezzaiuoli’s attack.
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Capable of playing in several attacking 
positions, Danish Farooq’s work-rate and movement 
off the ball has been pivotal to Bengaluru’s successes this 
season. In 14 League games, the midfielder has two goals 
and one assist, and has accounted for a massive 52 tackles 
in the middle of the park – many of which have stopped 
crucial attacks. Farooq’s heat-map shows him in several 
areas on the pitch, often popping inside the box to make 
interceptions, blocks and clearances when the Blues are 
strapped for personnel on the counter.
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KEY
MEN

Known for popping up with a performance 
when he’s up against the Blues, Marcelinho has 
joined the Highlanders on loan from I-League side 
Rajasthan United FC until the end of the season. 
Top-scorer in the 2016 Indian Super League, the Brazilian 
has played five games so far, averaging more than two 
shots per match. Lethal with both feet and capable of 
needling a final pass, Marcelo is also a threat in a 
dead-ball situation, as the Blues found out when the 
34-year-old whipped home a set-piece against Bengaluru 
for ATK Mohun Bagan last season.  The Blues will do well 
to make sure that his presence is monitored through the 
ninety tonight.

Marcelinho

NEUFC



KEY
MEN

Heavy on experience, having played several 
seasons in La Liga with Las Palmas and Sporting 
Gijon, Hernan Santana has been NorthEast United’s 
standout midfielder this season, and by far. Influential on 
the ball and a very vocal presence, the Spanish skipper has 
one goal and two assists in fifteen games this season. 
Santana leads the Highlanders’ charts for most passes, 
interceptions, touches and it’s safe to say his name will be 
the first to make Khalid Jamil’s team-sheet tonight. 
Santana’s movements on the pitch will be one that Marco 
Pezzaiuoli marks in his pre-match plans.

HERNAN
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KEY
MEN

An attacker who contributes heavily across 
areas on the pitch, Suhair Vadakkepeedika has four 
goals and two assists this season. Interestingly, despite 
being tasked with a duty in the final third, Suhair has also 
attempted the most tackles and committed the most fouls 
from among any player in the Highlanders’ squad. A 
pressing machine in many ways, Suhair often nicks the 
ball away from opposition defenders to create a chance 
and can be seen driving forward in possession down the 
flank. With full-back Gurjinder Kumar suspended, Suhair 
will have a bigger task at hand in terms of defensive 
duties. 

VP
SUHAIR
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   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

30  LARA SHARMA

43  SHARON PADATTIL

 

   DEFENDERS

  3   YAYA BANANA

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

  5   ALAN COSTA

15  WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

16  SARTHAK GOLUI

19  AJITH KUMAR

27  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

BFC
SQUAD
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us stay in contention for a top-four spot. 

We have had a few days between our last game and tonight, and 
it’s given us the chance to work on things tactically. The team has 
been in good spirits, despite the constraints of the bubble. It’s 
always nice to see the boys having a laugh and unwinding 
whenever they get the chance to. To be honest, we all want to get 
out of the bubble as soon as possible, but not before we give our 
everything towards the task at hand. 

We will try and do everything to make sure we keep the flag of this 
football club flying high in the competition. Keep supporting and 
encouraging the boys the way you do. This team feeds off the 
energy you give us from far away too. Let’s have a good night. 

Love, 
Marco

HEAD COACH
MARCO PEZZAIUOLI

   MIDFIELDERS

  6   BRUNO RAMIRES

  7  JAYESH RANE

  8  SURESH WANGJAM

10  IMAN BASAFA

12  DANISH FAROOQ

13  AJAY CHHETRI

18  ROHIT KUMAR

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

35  BISWA DARJEE

40  DAMAITPHANG LYNGDOH

42  AKASHDEEP SINGH

 

   FORWARDS

  9   PRINCE IBARA

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

14  HARMANPREET SINGH

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA

26  BIDYASHAGAR SINGH

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

39  SIVASAKTHI NARAYANAN
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JFCBFC

Bengaluru FC 4 (Cleiton Silva 14’, Mashoor Shereef 22’ (OG), 
Jayesh Rane 42’, Prince Ibara 82’)
NorthEast United FC 2 (Deshorn Brown 17’, Mathias Coureur 25’)

The Blues faced NorthEast United in their season-opener, a game 
that was also Marco Pezzaiuoli’s first in the Indian Super League. 
Bengaluru had come into the season on the back of an AFC Cup 
group stage exit, and were keen to make a statement in the 
League. 

Bengaluru started shakily, but settled down soon after Deshorn 
Brown’s attempted bicycle kick from Alan Costa’s clearance was 
mistimed in the opening stages. The Blues took the lead just fif-
teen minutes in, when Udanta Singh skipped past his man and 

played it for Cleiton Silva, who went around Subhashish Roy 
Choudhary, before stroking the ball into an empty net. 

The Blues’ celebration was short lived as only three minutes later, 
VP Suhair found Brown in the box, who took a touch and smashed 
it past Gurpreet Singh Sandhu to level the scores. Bengaluru 
needed only five minutes to wrest back the lead from NorthEast 
when Ashique Kuruniyan’s looping cross bounced off the crossbar 
and fell to Udanta who took a shot that was palmed away by Sub-
hasish Roy. Mashoor Shereef, in his attempt to clear away, shot 
into his own net to give Bengaluru the lead. 

But the Highlanders weren’t done yet. Mathias Coureur found 
parity once again just three minutes later. The Martiniquais striker 
made his way through the Bengaluru backline and slotted past 
Gurpreet to make it 2-2.

Bengaluru took the lead for the third time, just four minutes shy of 
the break, when Cleiton found Jayesh Rane in space. The mid-
fielder drove forward and let one fly from distance, inches away 
from the grip of Subhasish, and into the goal. 

Into the second period and the Blues continued to press the High-
landers’ backline, and soon, Pezzaiuoli handed Prince Ibara his 
Bengaluru debut. The Congolese striker made all the right noises 
in the final third, stretching the Highlanders’ defense. 
Ibara’s efforts paid off in the 82nd minute when, after collecting a 
pass from Alan, he drove into the penalty area, cut in and took a 
swipe that was hit low and too quick for Subhasish to respond. 
Ibara’s goal marked his first for Bengaluru, and the club’s fourth 
on a night when Pezzaiuoli’s Blues danced in the rain to bring 
home all three points. 
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KEEP IT KIND

BLUE COLTS END BDFA SUPER DIVISION LEAGUE 
WITH A WIN, FINISH FOURTH
Following a three-game winless streak, the Blue Colts were 
determined to end the season with a victory against Jawahar 
Union. The two clubs faced off at the Bangalore Football Stadium 
on Thursday and Bengaluru FC ran away 2-0 winners.

The Blues started the game on the front foot and pressed the 
Jawahar Union backline from the get go. They took an early lead 
when Lalthangliana carried the ball towards the 18-yard box and 
rifled it into the back of net with his left foot ten minutes into the 
game. BFC continued to control proceedings as the game went on 
but failed to double their lead till half time. Missed opportunities 
had cost the Blue Colts many points this season, but they kept 
their composure and moved the ball around with fluidity. 

With only ten minutes remaining in the game, the Blue Colts 
finally doubled their lead when Rakesh’s low cross found Thoi in 
the box, who drilled his shot past the Jawahar Union goalkeeper. 
The win meant BFC finished their season in fourth position.  

When you can be so many things in life, choose to be kind. At 
Bengaluru FC, we continue to work towards building a better 
society for tomorrow. There are so many people and organizations 
that continue to #KeepItKind every day and we’re here to do our 
bit by giving a platform. We’re doing exactly that by introducing 
you to two different NGOs - SayTrees and Bangalore Food Bank. 

Two organizations that are based out of Namma Ooru and have 
made a huge impact for the underprivileged, read and find out 
how you can get involved!

SAY TREES
A community of environment enthusiasts who value the 
importance of our planet and will do anything to ensure a bright 
future for the generations to come. 

The organization is aided by like-minded individuals, partners and 
businesses. Plans are put in place and are executed, several 
projects in agroforestry, water bodies rejuvenation, urban forestry 
and waste management are taken up by SayTrees. Being a NGO 
that is committed to long term sustainable change, SayTrees 
intends on increasing their impact to two million hectares of land 
and water bodies, touch two million livelihoods, and sequester 
two million MT carbon by 2030. 

Like we say in the stands, the road is long but the belief is 
everything, and with your support, SayTrees can achieve its goal. 
Do your bit by volunteering or donating and see the change over 
time.

You can help out by donating to https://saytrees.org/donate 
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table for their families and after the pandemic, the situation has 
only gotten worse. In steps Bangalore Food Bank, an organization 
that raises the issue of hunger, malnutrition and food wastage. 
The underprivileged citizens in Bengaluru have suffered more be-

The organization is aided by like-minded individuals, partners and 
businesses. Plans are put in place and are executed, several 
projects in agroforestry, water bodies rejuvenation, urban forestry 
and waste management are taken up by SayTrees. Being a NGO 
that is committed to long term sustainable change, SayTrees 
intends on increasing their impact to two million hectares of land 
and water bodies, touch two million livelihoods, and sequester 
two million MT carbon by 2030. 

Like we say in the stands, the road is long but the belief is 
everything, and with your support, SayTrees can achieve its goal. 
Do your bit by volunteering or donating and see the change over 
time.

You can help out by donating to https://saytrees.org/donate 

cause of the lockdown and are still recovering from the gap creat-
ed between what people used to earn and how much one makes 
now. Be it a housing facility or a school for the less fortunate, 
Bangalore Food Bank will be there to help the ones in need and 
will continue to work hard to achieve a world where no one sleeps 
hungry. 

To end world hunger, all you have to do is, take five minutes from 
your day and donate a small amount. Every drop of water creates 
the ocean and with our collective effort, we can make a difference. 

Check out  https://pages.razorpay.com/bangalorefoodbank to 
donate. 



KEEP IT KIND

The Blues are back from yet another session under the hot 
Goan sun at the Ella Training Ground. While their toil has been 
straightforward, unaffected by results or whispers, defender 
Pratik Chaudhari says that has been the case since before the 
season even began.

“Our preparations right from preseason were very good, and 
we even started the season on a high, but we hit a rough patch 
when the results stopped going our way. There are pros and 
cons to everything, and in the bubble, away from the outside 
world and our families, coming to terms with some of these 
results has been anything but easy,” Chaudhari says, 
speaking to us from the team hotel, where the Blues have 
been camped for over three months already.

“Here, we only have our teammates and staff around us and 
when things don’t go according to plan, it can become tough in 
the wrong environment. But every result was taken in a positive 
manner and that has helped us get closer as a group. We’re 
pushing each other in training and trying to get better as a unit. 
The best thing to do under the circumstances is to stick 
together as one big family,” Chaudhari says.

Bengaluru began with a 4-2 win over NorthEast United, and 
then went on a winless streak that extended until the final game 
of the calendar year, a 4-2 win over Chennaiyin FC, where Pratik 
scored the Blues’ final goal. Through it all, the 32-year-old says 
the Bengaluru camp has been a positive one.

“The mood in the team hotel has always been lively. At 
Bengaluru FC, we have a balanced unit with experienced 
seniors, some energetic and promising youngsters and a 
management and coaching staff that stays behind us. They’re 
obviously celebrating with us in our victories, but most 
importantly they’re motivating us in our lows. When we started 
the season, we had a very positive outlook and were very 
optimistic. But when things didn’t work out, we had to take a 
step back, analyse and then work on the things where we could 
have done better. We always took it one game at a time, and to 
do what we can do best. We can see that it is now slowly and 

steadily working in our favour.”

Bengaluru’s first win of the calendar year, a 3-0 defeat of Mumbai 
City FC, came at the expense of Pratik’s former club, but the 
defender maintains that the result was just one from the lot. “In 
our journey as professional footballers, we get to be a part of 
different clubs and very often face our former teams. It is only 
professional to take it up as a game and try to do your best for the 
team you are playing for. Representing Bengaluru FC is a proud 
feeling just as it was for me when I played for Mumbai. It was 
always going to be a tough game with the kind of side they are and 
the performances they have been putting in. But I am glad that we 
kept our composure, did what was asked of us and that we got it 
done with a clean sheet.” 

Often playing alongside less experienced players in the current 
BFC setup, Pratik says he cannot stress the role the youngsters 
have played in their journey so far. “We have an extremely talented 
bunch of youngsters and they have all the potential to compete 
and be part of the first team by all means. They have contributed 
immensely both on the field, and also in training by pushing each 
other for places. When you are part of a team, winning and doing 
well for the team is the most important thing. Then whether it is a 
senior player or a youngster who is contributing doesn’t matter. 
What matters is what we do as a team.”

We’re eager to quiz him further about his goal, and Pratik doesn’t 
shy from saying he’s looking to get on the scoresheet more often. 
“As a defender, a big part of my job is on the other side of the 
pitch, but scoring a goal for your team is always motivating. I’ve 
always wanted to help my team win and when that happened 
against Chennaiyin, it was one of the best memories for me so far. 
I’ve felt really positive since that result, and I’m looking forward to 
scoring more.”

He’s miles away from the Blues’ faithful in Bengaluru, and has 
never experienced a game in BFC colours at the Kanteerava but 
Pratik says he’s felt their support even while in a bio bubble. “The 
fans are the real 12th man of this football club. I genuinely want to 
thank the West Block Blues and all the other fans for their support 
- not only when we’re winning, but also in the bad times. They’re 
always in our messages sending us good luck and motivating us 
and their support has always been positive. It’s one of the biggest 
reassurances to know that they are behind us, and that they want 
us to do better is the motivation that we need. We’re pushing 
harder every day for them.”

BANGALORE FOOD BANK
One of the biggest problems faced today is world hunger. Millions 
of people around the world struggle to put three meals on the 
table for their families and after the pandemic, the situation has 
only gotten worse. In steps Bangalore Food Bank, an organization 
that raises the issue of hunger, malnutrition and food wastage. 
The underprivileged citizens in Bengaluru have suffered more be-

cause of the lockdown and are still recovering from the gap creat-
ed between what people used to earn and how much one makes 
now. Be it a housing facility or a school for the less fortunate, 
Bangalore Food Bank will be there to help the ones in need and 
will continue to work hard to achieve a world where no one sleeps 
hungry. 

To end world hunger, all you have to do is, take five minutes from 
your day and donate a small amount. Every drop of water creates 
the ocean and with our collective effort, we can make a difference. 

Check out  https://pages.razorpay.com/bangalorefoodbank to 
donate. 
















