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Good evening, everyone, 

We’re back on the pitch tonight after what has been a quick 
two-day gap since our last game. To put it simply, we were all 
disappointed about going down to NorthEast United on Friday, but 
we realise that the only way to make it right is by investing 
everything we have against Odisha FC this evening. The team has 
been through a couple of training sessions since then, and the 
body language of the players has been very positive. 

This Odisha team is very different from the one we played early in 
the season, and we will have to be cautious when it comes to 
letting them have space on the counter. They are a team that 
possess good players in attack, and we will have to be on top of 
our game to negate that threat. In fact, we will have to be the team 
that dictates play throughout. We had good spells against 
NorthEast United, but needed to have them for longer periods. 
And that’s what we will strive to do tonight. 

Our list of players missing out through injuries and illness just got 
longer, with Suresh (ankle) and Gurpreet (fever) having to sit out 
tonight. In fact, it doesn’t look like Suresh can play any further 
part in the season. But I don’t like to dwell on the players we don’t 
have. What we do have is a squad with options, and whoever is 
selected will be giving nothing short of one hundred percent 

tonight. 

It also makes me happy to be able to give the young players a 
chance to prove that they belong here. It’s the club’s philosophy to 
promote youngsters, and so much time, effort and money is being 
invested into the Academy. Of course, this will take time, and once 
these boys get about fifteen games in, they can be assessed 
better. They are hungry to do well and that helps in a big way. They 
are willing to step up and take a chance, even if it means making a 
mistake or two, and that is always an encouraging sign. 

Like I said earlier too, it is normal in football to not be completely 
in control of things, and that’s the situation we find ourselves in. 
However, what this does is, it ensures that we give tonight’s game 
our focus, attention and effort. We need to step up our 
performance and tonight presents us the chance to do it. 

The team is positive and eager to turn up with a good 
performance, and I believe that’s the right mentality with which to 
approach the game. I hope all you fans feel positive about tonight 
too, and let’s see where it takes us. 

Love, 
Marco
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THE BIG
PREVIEW

THE OTHER CAMP
A point adrift of Marco Pezzaiuoli’s men, Odisha FC will be eager 
to get one over the Blues tonight in a bid to leapfrog them in the 
race for a top four spot. Interestingly, Odisha FC have claimed 
their six wins this season against four teams; NorthEast United 
(2), East Bengal (2), Bengaluru FC and Mumbai City FC. While Kino 

Garcia’s side has scored 28 goals this term (one less than the 
Blues), they have conceded as many as 35 - the second highest of 
any team in the League. 

TO WIN AGAIN
Bengaluru’s nine-game unbeaten run came to an end against 
Hyderabad FC, before Pezzaiuoli’s men went down to the 
Highlanders at the Fatorda last week. Tonight, they face an Odisha 
side that have also not won in their last two encounters, against 
Chennaiyin FC and Mumbai City FC. Garcia’s side will be keen to 
end their season on a high, with the playoff spots also not ruled 
out for either team. 

CRUNCH TIME
A win for either team tonight could mean curtains for the other, 
and the mathematics will not be lost on either set of players at the 
Bambolim tonight. Three wins on the trot for Bengaluru can take 
them to 32 points on the table, while Odisha can reach 31 with a 
similar tally. While both teams will need other results to go their 
way in search of a playoff spot, the prerogative for both Garcia and 
Marco Pezzaiuoli will be to put points on the board tonight. 
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Bengaluru’s Brazilian in attack has been in 
fine form this season, and has eight goals and three 
assists to show for it. The 35-year-old found the back of 
the net with a poacher’s finish against NorthEast United 
last week, and his movement on and off the ball has been 
crucial to the way Bengaluru have set up. Outside of his 
role in attack, Silva also organizes the Blues’ press and is 
in tune with Pezzaiuoli’s mentality to win the ball back and 
not let the opposition have time in possession.
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The Flash has been a key element of the 
Bengaluru attack, and has created chances aplenty 
in every outing. Against the Highlanders, his quick feet 
caused trouble in the box, and if not for inspired 
goalkeeping, Udanta could have had a say in the 
proceedings. His ability to drift wide and stretch play has 
given Pezzaiuoli options to tweak the Bengaluru formation, 
with the winger also capable of playing down both flanks. 
His speed and tenacity will be qualities that the Blues will 
look to use to make way past Odisha’s backline tonight.

KEY
MENBFC

UDANTA
SINGH



Since his return to the side, Alan Costa has 
started both of Bengaluru’s games and is integral to 
the way Pezzaiuoli likes to attack. His range of passing and 
ability to play incisive balls down the middle of the pitch 
are a big part of the Blues’ philosophy of attacking the 
opposition. On loan from Avai FC, Alan also possesses 
tremendous aerial prowess, and is a target when the Blues 
have a dead-ball situation.
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KEY
MEN

Capable of playing several roles, Javi 
Hernandez has been a standout figure in Odisha’s 
midfield. In 17 matches this season, the Spaniard has six 
goals and five assists, and averages 30 passes per game. 
His 11 interceptions, 27 tackles and 11 blocks are also big 
numbers for a player who spends most of his time in the 
attacking third. The 32-year-old, who has found the back of 
the net against Bengaluru before, will be keen to make his 
mark at the Bambolim tonight.
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MEN

Rising through the ranks at the AIFF Academy, 
Arshdeep Singh represented Minerva FC before 
making the move to the Indian Super League with Odisha 
FC. In eight matches this season, the 24-year-old has 
made 23 saves out of 36 shots faced. Odisha’s Number One 
is also key to the way they build play from the back, and 
averages 17 passes per game. The Odisha custodian had a 
game to remember when these sides met earlier this 
season, and will look for an encore of that performance, 
tonight. 
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Having played top flight football in Brazil, 
Netherlands, Italy, Spain, Russia and Germany, 
Jonathas de Jesus’ resume speaks for itself. The 
32-year-old has eight goals and four assists in 14 matches 
this term and is one to let fly from distance, as several 
goalkeepers in the League will testify. With 32 shots 
attempted, Jonathas likes to drop deep into midfield and 
win possession, spreading play to the flanks before making 
his way into the box to apply the finishing touch. 
Pezzaiuoli’s defence have their task cut out. 

Jonathas

OFC
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   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

30  LARA SHARMA

43  SHARON PADATTIL

 

   DEFENDERS

  3   YAYA BANANA

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

  5   ALAN COSTA

15  WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

16  SARTHAK GOLUI

19  AJITH KUMAR

27  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

BFC
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HEAD COACH
MARCO PEZZAIUOLI

   MIDFIELDERS

  6   BRUNO RAMIRES

  7  JAYESH RANE

  8  SURESH WANGJAM

10  IMAN BASAFA

12  DANISH FAROOQ

13  AJAY CHHETRI

18  ROHIT KUMAR

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

35  BISWA DARJEE

40  DAMAITPHANG LYNGDOH

42  AKASHDEEP SINGH

 

   FORWARDS

  9   PRINCE IBARA

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

14  HARMANPREET SINGH

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA

26  BIDYASHAGAR SINGH

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

39  SIVASAKTHI NARAYANAN
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JFCBFC

Odisha FC 3 (Javi Hernandez 3’, 51’, Aridai Cabrera 90+5’)
Bengaluru FC 1 (Alan Costa 21’)

Bengaluru FC played Odisha FC in their second game of the 
campaign, coming fresh off an opening-day victory against 
NorthEast United FC. For the Juggernauts, it was their first game 
of the season, and they made it count with a 3-1 victory at the 
Tilak Maidan Stadium.

It was a cagey start for Marco Pezzaiuoli’s side, who conceded the 
first goal of the night inside the first three minutes of the game. 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu came off his line to clear a long ball, only 
for it to fall in the path of Javi Hernandez, who lobbed the ball over 
a sea of players, and into an empty net to make it 1-0. Twenty 

minutes into the game, the Blues found an equalizer through the 
head of Alan Costa after Naorem Roshan Singh’s in swinging 
corner fell perfectly for the Brazilian defender, who nodded home 
from close range.

Both teams pushed for the lead but resolute defending kept the 
scores level till half time. Five minutes into the second half and 
Udanta Singh took Jonathas down right outside the penalty box 
and gave Odisha FC a freekick from close range. Javi Rose to the 
occasion and rifled it past Gurpreet in goal to give the 
Juggernauts the lead for the second time on the night. 

Drama would ensue soon after. The Blues won a penalty at the 
hour-mark after Cleiton Silva was brought down in the box by 
Hendry Antonay. Sunil Chhetri hit it low and hard but the 
goalkeeper went the right way. The ball rebounded back into play 
and was smashed into the back of the net by Silva, only for it to be 
ruled offside by the referee. 

The Blues kept pushing for the equaliser but Kamaljit Singh 
protected Odisha FC’s lead with some fine goalkeeping. Deep into 
added time the Juggernauts caught the Blues on a counter, and 
picked up their third goal of the evening after Aridai Cabrera 
dribbled past Pratik Chaudhari and slotted it past Gurpreet to seal 
a 3-1 victory for the home side. 
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