


BOSS
TALK

Good evening, everyone,

Welcome to a game that marks the start of the second half of the 
season. If you asked me to sum up the first half of it, I would say  
we played some very good football and dominated opponents, but 
didn’t have enough points on the table to show for our efforts. And 
this is what we will have to fix for the remaining ten games. 

The League this season has many top teams and Mumbai is 
definitely one of them. We played a very good game of football the 
last time we came up against them, and we had opportunities to 
score more, that we could have taken. But today is a completely 
new game – one that we will have to approach with 100% energy 
and focus. In fact, that is how we will have to approach every 
single game if we are to make it to the top four by the end of the 
season. Games all around are being evenly fought, and we will 
need to score one goal more than our opposition. And for that to 
happen, we will have to create more situations from where we can 
score. 

We are on a four-game unbeaten run which tells you that we have 
grown into a difficult team to get past. Teams come with extra 
focus when they are playing BFC, and that is testament to the 
mentality and desire the team is showing. 

In team news, we continue to be without King and Leon, who are 
yet to train with the team. In addition to those two players, we will 
be without Jayesh (adductor), Edmund and Ajay (both illness). But 
we have a good rest of the squad to choose from, and like I have 
said before, it’s a good problem to have as a coach when you have 
players who are options and are eager to prove themselves. 
However, it is important to find the right balance as well as giving 
players confidence by giving them more time on the pitch. 

This week saw the first game of the season being cancelled due to 
a COVID case, and it’s a good reminder of how difficult a season in 
a bubble can be. We are now getting tested twice a day and are 
taking so many precautions that are difficult on everyone, but have 
to be taken. Over the last season of the ISL, the AFC Cup and this 
season of the ISL, the team has spent close to 18 months in a 
bubble, and believe me when I tell you it is hard – physically and 
mentally. I really hope that in the future football finds a better way 
to exist if the pandemic continues. More games and more days off 
between games would be an ideal start. 

But we are now in the middle of the current season, and we have 
to find ways to cope and do our best every single time we train and 
play a game. Tonight will be no different. All of you continue 
staying safe, and hope we can give you reason to smile. 

Love,
Marco
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THE BIG
PREVIEW

CHAMPIONS’ DIP IN FORM
Despite being among the top four on the table consistently, 
Mumbai City FC have won just one of their last five games in the 
Indian Super League, and have failed to find the net twice in their 
last four encounters. The Mumbai defence has leaked in goals and 
they look far from the team that got the season off to a blistering 

start. The Blues, meanwhile, have just one win in the last nine 
encounters, a 4-2 win over Chennaiyin FC at the turn of the year. 
Both sides will be keen to add three points to the board, with the 
Blues eager to close the gap on the playoff places.

MIGHTY ON THE BALL
Under Des Buckingham, the Islanders have been among the sides 
that have kept the ball the most in the League. However, despite 
playing more than twice as many passes as SC East Bengal and 
keeping the ball for large parts of the encounter against Odisha, 
Mumbai were unable to claim the win. Similarly, Bengaluru have 
dominated most of the encounters they have taken part in so far, 
but have been unable to add the finishing touch to most of their 
moves. 

SHOTS APLENTY
Clinical in the final third, the Blues’ backline will have their work 
cut out against Mumbai City FC, who average almost 15 shots per 
game, second only to Jamshedpur FC. Cassio Gabriel leads the 
Islanders charts with 27 shots while Igor Angulo (21) and Ygor 
Catatau (17) are also on the list. For Bengaluru, Cleiton Silva has 
26 attempts to his name while Prince Ibara (16) and Jayesh Rane 
(13) follow.

TEAM NEWS
Apart from the long-term injures (Leon, King, Akashdeep, 
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Roshan’s rise has been rapid and his 
performances are only getting better with every 
subsequent start. He’s comfortable on the ball, loves 
taking on defenders and setting up goalscoring chances 
for the strikers, has a mean whip on set-pieces and 
defends with authority. His shot on goal, took a deflection 
off an East Bengal head and crept past Arindam 
Bhattacharya to bring Bengaluru back into the game on 
Tuesday. If the Blues are to take the game to Mumbai, 
Roshan will be a key component in Marco Pezzaiuoli’s 
plans. He will be tasked with containing Bipin Singh down 
Mumbai’s left, and will also be expected to be heavily 
involved during Bengaluru’s transitions in attack. 

KEY
MENBFC

NAOREM
ROSHAN



The Congolese striker worked his socks off 
against East Bengal and will have to do it all over 
again against Mumbai. Pezzaiuoli has played Ibara both, 
centrally and on the wing and the striker possesses 
enough strength and pace to make life uncomfortable for 
Mourtada Fall and Rahul Bheke. Ibara’s frame also makes 
him a target when Bengaluru earn set pieces, as he 
showed against ATK Mohun Bagan. He has just two goals 
to his name so far this season, and that is a statistic he 
would be keen to change as Bengaluru look to have a 
better second half of the season. 
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This is the second consecutive game that 
Udanta’s making this list, and it is with good reason. 
The result against East Bengal might have been 
frustrating, but Udanta’s performance in both attack and 
defence, were outstanding to say the least.  Udanta missed 
a few games with a muscle injury after starting the season 
well, and there were fears whether the forced break would 
set his form back. But he’s put all the doubts to rest, 
picking up from where he left off . His decision-making in 
the final third has improved considerably and his work in 
defence has been as consistent as always. 
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SINGH



KEY
MEN

The big Senegalese is a rock on one end of the 
pitch, and a goal-scoring threat on the other. One of 
the two goals he’s scored this season has come against 
Bengaluru. Mumbai might have been struggling in defence 
over the last few games, leaking in goals, but you wouldn’t 
rule out Fall to make amends sooner rather than later. 
Should Ibara play down the middle for Bengaluru, the 
battle with Fall will be one to relish. 

MOURTADA 
FALL

MCFC



KEY
MEN

The seasoned striker from Spain is having yet 
another year full of goals, and his count stands at 8 in 
nine games. Angulo converted from the spot in the reverse 
leg of this fixture where Mumbai came out 3-1 winners, 
and he will look to carry his red-hot form into this game. 
He isn’t the fastest or the strongest, but his sense of 
positioning in the box makes him a handful to deal with. 
Angulo has a penchant of creating space for himself to 
shoot, with deft touches and the Blues’ backline will have 
to be wary of his presence and guile. 

IGOR
ANGULO

MCFC



KEY
MEN

With three goals and two assists in ten games, 
Bipin Singh will be a player to look out for. The 
Mumbai City winger is enjoying his role under Des 
Buckingham and has linked up well with seasoned striker 
Igor Angulo. The Indian international is a menace on the 
wing, having put in 26 crosses and taken 13 shots in the 
season so far.  He will look to add to his tally of goals and 
assists for the season. The Blues’ backline has to be at the 
top of their game when they face the Mumbai frontline.

BIPIN
SINGH 

MCFC
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10

GOALS

MOST INTERCEPTIONS

MOST SHOTS ON TARGET

16
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   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

30  LARA SHARMA

43  SHARON PADATTIL

 

   DEFENDERS

  2   SHARON PADATTIL

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

15   WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

16  SARTHAK GOLUI

19  AJITH KUMAR

27  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

29  YRONDU MUSAVU-KING

BFC
SQUAD

HEAD COACH
MARCO PEZZAIUOLI

   MIDFIELDERS

  6   BRUNO RAMIRES

  7  JAYESH RANE

  8  SURESH WANGJAM

10  IMAN BASAFA

12  DANISH FAROOQ

13  AJAY CHHETRI

18  ROHIT KUMAR

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

35  BISWA DARJEE

40  DAMAITPHANG LYNGDOH

42  AKASHDEEP SINGH

 

   FORWARDS

  9   PRINCE IBARA

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

14  HARMANPREET SINGH

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA

26  BIDYASHAGAR SINGH

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

39  SIVASAKTHI NARAYANAN
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MCFC
SQUAD

   GOALKEEPERS

13  MOHAMMAD NAWAZ

  1  PHURBA LACHENPA

32  VIKRAM SINGH 

 

  DEFENDERS

  2  RAHUL BHEKE

  5  MEHTAB SINGH 

  4  AMEY RANAWADE

25  MOURTADA FALL

77  MANDAR DESSAI

12  MOHAMAD RAKIP

23  VIGNESH DAKSHINAMURTHY  

18  HUIDROM SINGH 

31 VALPUIA HIMNGTHANMAWIA

   MIDFIELDERS

  7  CASSIO GABRIEL

  8  BRADDEN INMAN 

30  CHANSO HORAM

10  AHMED JAHOUH 

45  LALENGMAWIA

39  ASIF KHAN 

28  TONDOMBA SINGH  

11  RAYNIER FERNANDES

14  ROWLLIN BORGES

16  VINIT RAI 

14  JACKICHAND SINGH

16  WAHENGBAM LUWANG

 

   FORWARDS

29  BIPIN SINGH

  9  GURKIRAT SINGH

17  IGOR ANGULO 

19  PRANJAL BHUMIJ 

  6  VIKRAM SINGH

38  YGOR CATATAU

HEAD COACH
DES BUCKINGHAM
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Bengaluru FC 1 (Cleiton Silva 20’)
Mumbai City FC 3 (Igor Angulo 9’, Mourtada Fall 54’, Ygor 
Catatau 85’)

The result might not have gone Bengaluru FC’s way but Marco 
Pezzaiuoli’s Blues played some of their best football against the 
Islanders when the two clubs faced each other earlier in the 
season. 

The Blues made a statement of intent when Cleiton Silva hit one 
on the volley and rattled the crossbar just 25 seconds into the 
game. Bengaluru FC controlled the first portion of the game but 
found themselves down a goal when Alan Costa gave away a pen-

alty after handling the ball in the 18-yard box. Seasoned striker 
Igor Angulo stepped up and sent Gurpreet Singh Sandhu the 
wrong way to give Mumbai City FC the lead after nine minutes. 

Bengaluru FC managed to get back in the game when Silva was 
fouled in the 19th minute by Mourtada Fall and won a freekick 
right outside the box. The Brazilian forward stepped up and hit it 
above the wall and into the back of the net, past a flying Moham-
mad Nawaz in goal to level the scores. Just two minutes from half 
time, Edmund Lalrindika was fouled inside the box by Mandar Rao 
Desai and won a penalty for the Blues. Sunil Chhetri stepped up 
and shot low and hard but Nawaz guessed the side correctly and 
kept the take out to make sure the scores stayed level at half time.

Ten minutes into the second half and Mumbai City FC won a freek-
ick just in front of the halfway line. Ahmed Jahouh took responsi-
bility of the set piece and launched it into a crowd of players in the 
Bengaluru box, where Fall leaped the highest and headed it into 
the back of the net to give the visitors the lead for a second time. 

Things went from bad to worse for the Blues after a cross from 
Mandar found the head of Igor whose nod rattled the post. But the 
rebound fell perfectly for Ygor Catatau who smashed it past Gur-
preet to give the Islanders a two-goal cushion that they would 
keep till the end of the game.

BFCMCFC
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BLUE
BROADCAST

BLUE COLTS END BDFA SUPER DIVISION LEAGUE 
WITH A WIN, FINISH FOURTH
Following a three-game winless streak, the Blue Colts were 
determined to end the season with a victory against Jawahar 
Union. The two clubs faced off at the Bangalore Football Stadium 
on Thursday and Bengaluru FC ran away 2-0 winners.

The Blues started the game on the front foot and pressed the 
Jawahar Union backline from the get go. They took an early lead 
when Lalthangliana carried the ball towards the 18-yard box and 
rifled it into the back of net with his left foot ten minutes into the 
game. BFC continued to control proceedings as the game went on 
but failed to double their lead till half time. Missed opportunities 
had cost the Blue Colts many points this season, but they kept 
their composure and moved the ball around with fluidity. 

With only ten minutes remaining in the game, the Blue Colts 
finally doubled their lead when Rakesh’s low cross found Thoi in 
the box, who drilled his shot past the Jawahar Union goalkeeper. 
The win meant BFC finished their season in fourth position.  
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