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TALK

Good evening, everyone 

A lot has happened since the last time we connected through this 
column and now – not just with us, but with the entire League. The 
new variant of COVID found a way through the bio-secure bubbles 
of most of the teams and went on to  affect players, staff and hotel 
staff, and we still haven’t seen the end of it. It resulted in the 
postponing of quite a few games, including ours against ATK 
Mohun Bagan. Yet, here we are, on a matchday, hoping to put all 
the difficulties of the last two weeks behind us, and wanting to 
give our best against FC Goa tonight. 

I must applaud the club for being very proactive in the way we 
went about dealing with the situation, and making necessary 
arrangements, the moment the first case in our camp was 
detected. The efforts to help those who have caught the virus, and 
to protect those who have tested negative, is one that is being 
made every day. We have also seen the number of heart ailments 
that footballers around world are experiencing after recovering 
from COVID-related issues, and we will be conducting an echo 
test, as well as the other relevant tests for our players as we look 
to safeguard their health. Player safety is the most important for 
us at Bengaluru FC. 

We couldn’t train for ten days, had close to ten cases, and had to 
innovate with sessions over video calls while we all isolated. The 
strain has been both, physical and mental and it has been very 
difficult, but I will credit the boys and staff for the way they have 
been putting a positive front through all this. I see them smiling 
and joking and keeping each other’s’ spirits high, and that has 
been very encouraging. 

It hasn’t been an ideal preparation to a game, and to add to it, we 
had a fresh positive case yesterday. But from whatever little time 
we have got on the training pitch, I can tell you that the boys are 
looking sharp. I could see the mood lifting the closer we got to the 
game, and that even reflected in the effort the team put at 
training. 

Our opponents FC Goa are one of the best teams in the League 
with the ball and we know what their strengths and their 
weaknesses are.  How we choose to approach this game tactically 
will definitely depend on a few factors that we have had to deal 
with in the last few days. We were under hard quarantine for ten 
days, and haven’t really trained on a pitch with an entire squad. 
So, we will need to see what approach suits us best on the night. 

We were riding high on a good wave after the win over Mumbai, 
and then had to deal with this forced break which has definitely 
halted the momentum we had been building over the last few 
games. But what I can assure you, is that we will be giving 
everything through every minute of this game. Through these days 
of training remotely from our rooms, and the two days we got on 
the pitch, I have seen the boys enjoy themselves and that’s the 
mentality we will take into this game. 

I hope we can go out there, put on a good performance, and give 
all of you a reason to be happy. Please continue taking care of 
yourselves, and keep backing the team. The boys need your 
support now, more than ever. 

Love, 
Marco
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THE BIG
PREVIEW

CONTRAST IN FORTUNES
While the Blues have turned things around in recent weeks, 
winning two of their last three matches in the League, including a 
3-0 win over Mumbai City FC, FC Goa have just one win in their 
last seven games. Bengaluru will look to take advantage of the 
Gaurs’ misfortunes, with Derrick Pereira’s side losing to SC East 

Bengal earlier this week. A win tonight will take the Blues to 16 
points, helping Marco Pezzaiuoli’s side close the gap on the 
playoff spots. 

CLASH OF STYLES
While Pezzaiuoli’s side aims to press and counter-press in 
transition, tonight’s encounter will see them face off against FC 
Goa, who area team that plays out of the back while keeping 
possession across the park. Bengaluru’s high-intensity of play has 
come to bear fruit over recent encounters, with the Blues turning 
the game around in key areas of the pitch by winning the ball back 
quickly. The thinking caps in both dugouts will have a key role to 
play tonight, as two sets of very distinct tactics go head-to-head.

TEMPERS, ALWAYS
Encounters between the Blues and FC Goa have known to be 
feisty, with the referee often turning to his pocket for answers 
when these two sides meet. As many as seven red cards have 
been shown across five seasons in the competition, including 
those for Jorge Ortiz and Suresh Wangjam, who were handed their 
marching orders in the most recent fixture, at the Bambolim, in 
December. In fact, 35 fouls were committed in that clash, among 
the most of any fixture this season. 
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Twenty-five-year-old Danish Farooq has hit a 
rich vein of form for Marco Pezzaiuoli’s side, scoring 
crucial goals and playing a big part in their last few 
outings. Danish found the back of the net against Mumbai 
City FC with a piledriver of a shot from outside the area, 
handing the Blues an early lead. The midfielder has two 
goals and an assist in ten appearances, and has been a 
regular feature in recent encounters. His presence will be 
key as the Blues look to build momentum with a result 
against FC Goa tonight. 

KEY
MENBFC

DANISH
FAROOQ



The numbers rarely ever lie, and Bruno 
Ramires’ 23 interceptions, 57 tackles and 17 blocks 
are an indication of the Brazilian’s role in the middle of the 
park. Ramires has been a constant in Marco Pezzaiuoli’s 
plans this season, and loves to be in the thick of things, 
with 488 passes to his credit over the course of 11 games. 
With Suresh Wangjam for company, the 27-year-old 
marshals the Bengaluru midfield, heckling the opposition 
out of possession. Ramires is also one for taking a swipe 
from distance, and has tested several ’keepers over the 
course of this season. You wouldn’t bet against the Blues’ 
number 6 to find the back of the net tonight.
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Arguably the Blues’ standout performer this , 
Cleiton Silva is Pezzaiuoli’s top scorer this season 
with five goals to his name. Two of those were set-pieces, 
two others came from the spot, while his only goal from 
open play came in the 4-2 opening day win over NorthEast 
United. Silva also has three assists, and has been a source 
of inspiration for the Blues’ frontline. ‘Tagaru’ Silva also 
leads the Blues’ charts for shots attempted with a 
whopping 30 this season, and his advances will be key to 
the way Bengaluru go about things tonight.  
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KEY
MEN

FC Goa have played the most passes of any 
team in the League this season, and a major part of 
that is down to their captain who operates in the middle of 
the park – Edu Bedia. The Spaniard is key to the Gaurs’ 
style of play, acting as a link between defence and attack. 
In his role, Bedia carries the ball forward, and is not shy of 
playing a long diagonal. The 32-year-old can also whip in 
more than just a decent set-piece, and the Blues will do 
well not to concede fouls in dangerous areas.

EDU
BEDIA

FCG



KEY
MEN

Twenty-nine-year-old Jorge Ortiz is arguably 
FC Goa’s most in-form player at the moment. The 
Spaniard likes to float in and around the box, feeding on 
scraps and acting as a support striker to Airam Cabrera.  
Ortiz has claimed four goals in just nine appearances, and 
has been provider for four more FC Goa strikes this 
season, including the pass for Alberto Noguera’s goal 
against SC East Bengal last week. The former Getafe and 
Atletico de Madrid B winger will be one to watch out for 
tonight.

JORGE
ORTIZ

FCG



KEY
MEN

Life in the Indian Super League began well for 
Anwar Ali, who managed to marshal the Gaurs’ 
backline to a clean sheet on his debut, with a Man of the 
Match performance. Formerly part of the India U17 FIFA 
World Cup squad, Ali can carry the ball out of the FC Goa 
defence and has completed 84% of the passes he has 
attempted; a fantastic number for a player marking his 
first season in the League. Apart from an unforced error 
which allowed SC East Bengal a second goal when the two 
sides met last week, Ali has been solid at the back for FC 
Goa, and the Blues will have to work hard to get past him 
tonight.
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Expect a feisty affair 
when these two 
sides meet as there 
have been a total 
SEVEN red cards in 
this fixture.
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   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

30  LARA SHARMA

43  SHARON PADATTIL

 

   DEFENDERS

  3   ALAN COSTA

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

15   WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

16  SARTHAK GOLUI

19  AJITH KUMAR

27  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

29  YRONDU MUSAVU-KING

BFC
SQUAD

We couldn’t train for ten days, had close to ten cases, and had to 
innovate with sessions over video calls while we all isolated. The 
strain has been both, physical and mental and it has been very 
difficult, but I will credit the boys and staff for the way they have 
been putting a positive front through all this. I see them smiling 
and joking and keeping each other’s’ spirits high, and that has 
been very encouraging. 

It hasn’t been an ideal preparation to a game, and to add to it, we 
had a fresh positive case yesterday. But from whatever little time 
we have got on the training pitch, I can tell you that the boys are 
looking sharp. I could see the mood lifting the closer we got to the 
game, and that even reflected in the effort the team put at 
training. 

Our opponents FC Goa are one of the best teams in the League 
with the ball and we know what their strengths and their 
weaknesses are.  How we choose to approach this game tactically 
will definitely depend on a few factors that we have had to deal 
with in the last few days. We were under hard quarantine for ten 
days, and haven’t really trained on a pitch with an entire squad. 
So, we will need to see what approach suits us best on the night. 

We were riding high on a good wave after the win over Mumbai, 
and then had to deal with this forced break which has definitely 
halted the momentum we had been building over the last few 
games. But what I can assure you, is that we will be giving 
everything through every minute of this game. Through these days 
of training remotely from our rooms, and the two days we got on 
the pitch, I have seen the boys enjoy themselves and that’s the 
mentality we will take into this game. 

I hope we can go out there, put on a good performance, and give 
all of you a reason to be happy. Please continue taking care of 
yourselves, and keep backing the team. The boys need your 
support now, more than ever. 

Love, 
Marco

HEAD COACH
MARCO PEZZAIUOLI

   MIDFIELDERS

  6   BRUNO RAMIRES

  7  JAYESH RANE

  8  SURESH WANGJAM

10  IMAN BASAFA

12  DANISH FAROOQ

13  AJAY CHHETRI

18  ROHIT KUMAR

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

35  BISWA DARJEE

40  DAMAITPHANG LYNGDOH

42  AKASHDEEP SINGH

 

   FORWARDS

  9   PRINCE IBARA

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

14  HARMANPREET SINGH

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA

26  BIDYASHAGAR SINGH

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

39  SIVASAKTHI NARAYANAN
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FC Goa 2 (Ashique Kuruniyan (OG) 16’, 
Devendra Murgaonkar) 
Bengaluru FC 1(Cleiton Silva 45’)

The Blues came into this game on the back of successive defeats 
and were looking to turn their season around with a fixture that’s 
always entertained. 

With Jorge Ortiz leading the attack, the Gaurs looked to take the 
game to the Blues right from the outset. A couple of missed 
chances kept Bengaluru in the game, until the 16th minute when 
an unfortunate own goal from Ashique Kuruniyan gave Goa the 

lead. Devendra Murgaonkar took a shot that was pushed away by 
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu but the rebound ricocheted off 
Kuruniyan’s knee and found the back of the net.

Only a minute later, Bengaluru FC found themselves playing some 
good football in Goa’s box. Suresh Wangjam and Naorem Roshan 
Singh linked up a low cross from the right back found Sunil 
Chhetri, who simply needed to tap the ball into an empty net. But 
the skipper shockingly shot over. 

On the brink of half time, Cleiton Silva was fouled by Ivan Gonzalez 
close to the corner flag. The Brazilian stepped up and scored an 
audacious free kick from a very tight angle to level scores on the 
night. 

Tempers flared early in the second half after Suresh put in a 
tackle on Ortiz and the Spaniard reacted to it by shoving the Blues 
midfielder in the chest. After much deliberation among the 
referee and his assistants, Ortiz was sent off. With the scores level 
and a man more, Bengaluru were the better-placed team to grab 
the lead. Instead, it was the Gaurs who went ahead when Ivan 
Gonzaelz nodded down Edu Bedia’s take from a free kick, on to the 
path of Devendra Murgaonkar. The striker took his opportunity 
and buried it past Gurpreet to make it 2-1.

There would be another sending off, but this time for Bengaluru. 
Suresh, already on a yellow, brought down Bedia in an attempt to 
halt an attack. It was enough for the referee to pull out a second 
yellow and then a red, reducing both teams to ten men. 

FC Goa held on to their lead, picked up all points and moved up 
the table on a night that Bengaluru should have owned. 

BFCFCG
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KEEP IT KIND

BLUE COLTS END BDFA SUPER DIVISION LEAGUE 
WITH A WIN, FINISH FOURTH
Following a three-game winless streak, the Blue Colts were 
determined to end the season with a victory against Jawahar 
Union. The two clubs faced off at the Bangalore Football Stadium 
on Thursday and Bengaluru FC ran away 2-0 winners.

The Blues started the game on the front foot and pressed the 
Jawahar Union backline from the get go. They took an early lead 
when Lalthangliana carried the ball towards the 18-yard box and 
rifled it into the back of net with his left foot ten minutes into the 
game. BFC continued to control proceedings as the game went on 
but failed to double their lead till half time. Missed opportunities 
had cost the Blue Colts many points this season, but they kept 
their composure and moved the ball around with fluidity. 

With only ten minutes remaining in the game, the Blue Colts 
finally doubled their lead when Rakesh’s low cross found Thoi in 
the box, who drilled his shot past the Jawahar Union goalkeeper. 
The win meant BFC finished their season in fourth position.  

Be it #ForThePlanet or to help local businesses 
#GetBackOnOurFeet, at Bengaluru FC, along with the trophies 
and the goals, the Blues have been about campaigns. And this 
season, like every other season, the club has launched a 
campaign with an aim to promote and encourage kindness. 

#KeepItKind, launched to create a platform for the club, its 
supporters, people and other organisations to promote 
kindness, features amazing individuals and organizations that 
work towards a greater cause. If giving these individuals and 
organizations an opportunity to reach out to a wider audience 
leads to a better, more kind Bengaluru, then who isn’t for it!

Here, we’re taking a look at two of the campaigns we featured 
recently as part of #KeepItKind.

LET’S LIVE 
TOGETHER

India’s first ever 
foster-based 
facility, Lets Live 
Together has taken 
in puppies since 
2009 and has found a 
home for over 4,000 
dogs in the city. With 
their own line of 
merchandise, 
LLT raises funds 
through sales and 

private donations, with all the proceeds going towards dog food, 
medical expenses and more. 
If there is a dog in your neighbourhood that needs rescuing or if 
you’re looking to adopt a puppy, head over to 
www.letslivetogether.org. 
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but failed to double their lead till half time. Missed opportunities 
had cost the Blue Colts many points this season, but they kept 
their composure and moved the ball around with fluidity. 

With only ten minutes remaining in the game, the Blue Colts 
finally doubled their lead when Rakesh’s low cross found Thoi in 
the box, who drilled his shot past the Jawahar Union goalkeeper. 
The win meant BFC finished their season in fourth position.  

LET’S LIVE 
TOGETHER

Coupling her joy of reading with a want to help society, Disha has 
been selling pre-loved books and raising funds for COVID relief 
and continues to do so to this day. Over the course of two years, 
she has raised over three lakh rupees by selling over 1,755 
books. Through her efforts, she has raised funds for Mission 
Oxygen, Coimbatore Covid Aid among others. 

If you own any books that can be sent across to Disha for a bigger 
cause, reach out to @dishdashdishoom on Instagram or send in 
an email to disha.gursahaney@gmail.com



‘I HAVEN’T SEEN THE BOYS 
HAPPIER TO GET ON A 
TRAINING PITCH’
It’s Been A Difficult Two Weeks For 
The Blues Having To Deal With 
COVID-19 Cases and Quarantine, 
But Skipper Sunil Chhetri Says The 
Team Has Held Each Other 
Together, And They’re Determined 
To Put Their Best Foot Forward 
Against Goa Tonight…

It’s been a strange week and a half, 
most of which the team hasn’t 
trained at all. How difficult has this 
been, both mentally and 
physically? 

It has been difficult given we had 
quite a number of days in 
complete quarantine. We 
eventually started training 
over video calls and finally, 
we started training on the 
pitch over the last two 
days. But, it has been 
difficult. When our 
isolation period 
began, I thought it 
was going to affect 
us only physically, 
because we missed 
out on training and 
combination play. But 
this has been a very 
challenging phase, 
mentally too. 



I had a few words with the boys and all of them have different 
issues, and it goes way beyond training or football. The good thing 
is we’re all together and we’re trying our best to shrug off all this, 
and concentrate on being better as a team and perform better in 
the next game. 

So the team plays after a 12-day gap against FC Goa , what are 
your thoughts on the extended break and the game?
I feel positive and I’m really optimistic. I’m happy that whatever 
happened, is behind us now. We trained over the last two days, 
which was very good. The boys were so happy to get on the pitch. 
I’ve never seen us so happy to just go and train, and it was very 
systematic because the coach and the staff understand what 
happened in the last 10-12 days, so it was well planned. We’re 
going to put our best foot forward.
As I said, we really want to capitalise on the momentum from the 
last three-four games. We’re in a very crucial phase and we want 
to build on what happened in the last few games. Again, it’s not 
going to be easy, but having said that, all the other teams are also 
facing the same problem, is what I’ve heard. So yeah, just go 
there and repeat what we did in the last few games and try to win 
this one. 

Speaking about momentum, the team had built nice momentum 
before this unplanned break, do you think it will be difficult to 
take off from where the team left?
I hope not, because in training, what I did realise is that everyone 
was really positive, chirpy and happy.  Even the intensity was good. 
I’m pretty sure that the last 8-10 days out of which most  days we 
went without training, will have an effect. But our job as a team is 
to minimise setbacks and build on what we did in the last four 
games. It’s very important because we don’t have many matches to 
play and cannot afford to have a bad game. You can’t guarantee 
success, results and points, but now, we need to make sure that we 
play to the best of our capabilities and we get the points. Every point 
and every game is very crucial. 

Which then brings me to the last question, how difficult or easy 
has it been to focus on this game given all that’s happened within 
the team and League over the last two weeks?
You know, it hasn’t been easy, but I don’t want to moan. As I said, I’ve 
also been talking to a lot of players and it is difficult. The problems 

that came up were non-football related, yet, all the problems 
were bothering the players. Again, the good thing is that 
everyone is together, everyone is chipping in and helping each 
other. We’re trying our best to keep the morale high, to stay 
positive. The coaching staff, the team behind the team, 
everyone is coming together and making sure that we’re 
positive and we go out there and no one gets injured and 
nothing major happens. We want to put on a good performance 
and every game is very important for us. We’re going to give 
ourselves the best chance. 
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