


will be without Rahul Bheke who has a strained hamstring and 
Pratik Chaudhari who misses out with a suspension. Cleiton, who 
missed the last game with injury, will be a very late call before I 
submit the final team sheet. Yet, we must stand up, rally around 
each other and fight. 

With every passing game, the youngsters on the squad are picking 
up valuable minutes under their belt. Although their initiation has 
come under tough circumstances, I believe the experience will 
hold them in very good stead for the seasons ahead. I feel proud 
every time they showcase what they are capable of on the big 
stage, and when people around acknowledge it. 

All I can ask of the dressing room is to keep giving a good account 
of their character till the last game of the season. I want us to 
fight for every loose ball, throw our bodies on the line to defend 
and convert half chances. That, in short, is the plan for tonight. I 
hope all of you have reason to be proud at the end of it. 

Love
Naushad Moosa

Good evening everyone, 

It’s been a while since we had a gap of a week between games, 
and it is one that the boys and I have welcomed with open arms. 
January was relentless with six games, and February began 
with three games in nine days, which explains my pleasure at 
the break. 

We’ve also had the chance to reflect on what was a disappointing 
defeat to ATK Mohun Bagan last week. I say disappointing, 
because I felt we were doing a great job till we conceded the 
penalty and the goal. We looked comfortable, assured and had we 
headed into the break without conceding, we would have taken on 
the second half with a spring in our stride. But we made one 
mistake, and then another and made life difficult for ourselves. 

Tonight we face yet another difficult opponent in Mumbai City FC, 
a side that has been enjoying a fantastic season and one that was 
the first to book a place in the play-off stages. We’re deep enough 
in the season to know what Mumbai are capable of both, 
individually and collectively. The game will be a stern test of our 
character, and we will have to be cautious, yet brave. 

I’m never one for excuses, but we have had our fair share of poor 
luck and cannot seem to get a breather on that front. Tonight, we 
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PREVIEW

MISSING MEN
Both camps have notable absentees on the night Sergio Lobera and 
Naushad Moosa face off for the first time. Hugo Boumous serves a 
suspension following his outburst in the Islanders’ clash against FC 
Goa last week. Bengaluru, meanwhile, have a longer list of absentees 
and most notably in defence. While Juanan and Bheke have been 
ruled out with injury, Pratik Chaudhari misses after picking up his 
fourth yellow card of the season. It remains to be seen whether 
Ashique Kuruniyan can play a part tonight, and if Cleiton Silva has 
recovered well enough to make the list.

MUCH TO PLAY FOR
Mumbai City FC’s 12-match unbeaten run in the League propelled the 
side to the top of the charts, but Lobera’s men have since picked up 
just one win in three games. Antonio Habas’ ATK Mohun Bagan are 
just one point behind the hosts, and the Islanders will be keen to take 
the points today, and stay ahead of the Mariners, who are hot on their 
heels in the race for the AFC Champions League spot. Bengaluru, 
meanwhile, are mathematically still in the race for the final playoff 
spot, and will be keen to keep it that way when they come up against 
the table-toppers. 

TROUBLE UP TOP
Despite the vast contrast in their positions on the League table, it is 
the finishing that has been the vital difference between the Blues and 
Mumbai City FC. Bengaluru have attempted 197 shots so far this 
season, one more than Lobera's men, who have six more goals to 
show for it. The Islanders are currently the top-scoring side in the 
League with 25 goals to their credit, and while Bengaluru will have to 
find their shooting boots, and soon, they will also do well to stay tight 
at the back to try and stop the table-toppers from finding the back of 
the net tonight.



03BFC
SQUAD

   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

28  LALTHUAMMAWIA RALTE

30  LARA SHARMA

 

   DEFENDERS

  2   RAHUL BHEKE

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

  5   JUAN ANTONIO GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ

10  HARMANJOT SINGH KHABRA

15  WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

19  AJITH KUMAR

24  JOE ZOHERLIANA

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

29  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

55  FRAN GONZALEZ



   MIDFIELDERS

  6   ERIK PAARTALU

14  DIMAS DELGADO

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

27  SURESH WANGJAM

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

33  EMANUEL LALCHHANCHUAHA

35  BISWA DARJEE

36  THOI SINGH

37  AMAY MORAJKAR

 

   FORWARDS

  7   XISCO HERNANDEZ

  9   KRISTIAN OPSETH

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

18  THONGKHOSIEM HAOKIP

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA
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SQUAD

   GOALKEEPERS

  1  AMRINDER SINGH

24  VIKRAM SINGH

30  NISHIT SHETTY

34  PHURBA LACHENPA

 

   DEFENDERS

  2  MOHAMAD RAKIP

  3  TONDONBA SINGH

  4  AMEY RANAWADE

15  MEHTAB SINGH

17  MANDAR RAO DESSAI

25  MOURTADA FALL

31  VALPUIA

   MIDFIELDERS

  5  AHMED JAHOUH

  6  HERNAN SANTANA

  7  HUGO BOUMOUS

11  RAYNIER FERNANDES

12  BIDYANANDA SINGH

14  ROWLLIN BORGES

19  PRANJAL BHUMIJ

20  JACKICHAND SINGH

21  CY GODDARD

22  VIKRAM PRATAP SINGH

23  VIGNESH DAKSHINAMURTHY

29  BIPIN SINGH

39  ASIF KHAN

 

   FORWARDS

  9  ADAM LE FONDRE

10  BARTHOLOMEW OGBECHE
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GAMES

Bengaluru FC Mumbai City FC

FOUR

EIGHT

GOALS

TOP SCORERS THIS SEASON

CLEAN SHEETS

TACKLES

461 580 197 196
SHOTS

YELLOW CARDS

39

CROSSES

45 188 235

The first game between the 
sides ended in a 0-1 win for 
the Islanders.

GAME 1
0-1

Cleiton Silva
5 Goals

Adam le Fondre
9 Goals



JERSEY PARTNERS

OFFICIAL PARTNERS





07KEY
BATTLES

Sunil Chhetri vs 
Mourtada Fall
Here’s one man who will be eager to find the back 
of the net tonight. Sunil Chhetri turns out for the 200th 
time in Bengaluru colours at the GMC Stadium tonight, and the 
36-year-old will have Senegalese defender Mourtada Fall to deal 
with. The skipper tops the Bengaluru FC scoring charts this 
season with five goals to his name, and was on target in the 
reverse fixture when he slotted home from the spot after Fall’s 
concession of a penalty. Will Chhetri’s milestone moment have a 
goal to show for it? This will be the battle he needs to win!



KEY
BATTLES

Cy Goddard  vs 
Suresh Wangjam
In the absence of the suspended Hugo Boumous, 
Japanese international Cy Goddard may be handed a vital 
role in Sergio Lobera’s plans for tonight. The 23-year-old likes to 
hug the Islanders’ right flank, but is also a threat in central areas 
with his ability to drift in and create space for himself and others. 
At the GMC Stadium, Suresh Wangjam may be tasked with 
marking Goddard, and the Blues’ midfielder will do well to track 
his movement and stop him from having an influence in the way 
the hosts’ go on about things in the final third.



KEY
BATTLES

Gurpreet Singh vs 
Adam Le Fondre
With 32 shots attempted and 15 of them on target, 
Adam Le Fondre is Mumbai’s main man in attack. The 
Englishman has 9 goals to his name already this season, and will 
be keen on taking his tally into double digits against the Blues 
tonight. Gurpreet Singh Sandhu will have to be wary of the 
34-year-old’s ability to find the target from tight spaces and with 
minimal backlift, if he is to keep a fourth clean sheet in this 
campaign. The Blues’ custodian made some fantastic saves to 
deny ATK Mohun Bagan in the previous encounter, and we won’t 
be surprised to see him called to action again tonight.



Two hundred
reasons, one man
It’s A Shirt He Has Now Worn Almost Two Hundred 
Times, But It Is Everything That Came In Between Taking 
His Place On The Bench In September 2013 And Leading 
The Blues Out Tonight That Has Sunil Chhetri’s Fancy...

their magnanimity are best left for tea-time tales on a chilly 
Bengaluru evening some ten years from now. 

“If you know me, you should know my indifference to landmarks is 
genuine. I don’t have the slightest clue of when I’m nearing 
something big or special till someone tells me about it. That’s not 
to say I’m not grateful for it. For me, it has always been about the 
process to that landmark. That’s what I pull my football boots on 
for everyday - the process. It’s enjoyable and you cannot equate it 
with numbers. But, yes, 200 caps for one club is fairly special and 
I’m only saying that given my habit to wander before 2013.” 

Since coming off the bench for the first time in a Bengaluru FC 
shirt on that September evening in 2013 at the Bangalore Football 
Stadium, against Mohun Bagan, Chhetri has gone on to wear that 
famous blue 198 times more. He’s pulled it on across cities, states 
and through the continent and admits the feeling only gets more 
special with every outing. 

His apathy to personal landmarks is alarming, and if you don’t 
know the man, it almost breeds of arrogance. It’s not that he 
offers zero delight when he’s informed of a milestone, but in 
limiting the joy to roughly ten seconds, Sunil Chhetri lets you 
know that it’s the process that has his attention. The numbers and 

COVER STORY
“There are so many factors that have come together for me to be 
able to turn out for my 200th game for Bengaluru FC. But I think 
the anchor, the key reason is the consistent realisation that we’ve 
built something special at this club. And that one feeling makes 
you want to keep plugging away. There’s a collective desire to get 
better, even after a win. You want to be a part of such an 
environment on an everyday basis.”

While he hits the magic number of appearances tonight, Chhetri 
is on the brink of another equally impressive landmark. He is 
three goals shy of the 100-goal mark for Bengaluru across all 
competitions. Interestingly, for someone who needs three goals to 
reach a century, Chhetri has managed just the two hat-tricks (FC 
Pune City and Neroca) in a Bengaluru shirt. “There was a phase 
where I kept scoring a brace. The hat-trick just wouldn’t come 
and I made my peace with it. I think I must have two goals in a 
game at least a dozen times. (The right answer is 16 times).” 

Though Chhetri nods at the wishful scenario of playing his 200th 
game in front of the faithful at the Fortress with the Blues flying 
on the table as opposed to a completely empty arena 600 
kilometers away while in the middle of an increasingly difficult 
chance to qualify for the play-offs, he says he’s simply grateful for 
the chance. “It’s been a tough year for every one of us, and even 
tougher one if you are associated with Bengaluru FC. But like I 
said, the charm of this team is that it wants to get better. Even 
now, while we are in the middle of possibly our worst phase, the 
desire to get better is evident at every training session. Once a 
game is done, irrespective of the result, I cannot wait to step back 
on the pitch again.While a noisy Kanteerava would have been 
great today, I’ll take an empty GMC Stadium without any regret.”

Across the 199 games  he’s played, Chhetri’s finished top scorer 
at Bengaluru for seven straight seasons, has seen the reign of 
three coaches, scored 97 goals - 84 of them from inside the box, 
13 from outside it. He’s scored with his right 68 times, with his left 
7 times and with his head, a staggering 22 times. We have the 
numbers from the spot, from dead balls, a breakdown of how 
many times he’s played in different competitions, the list of 
goalkeepers he’s put the ball past and into the back of the net. We 
could go on. What we don’t have is a measure of the joy the 
process gives him. We’ll just have to go with his word when he 
says, “A lot”.
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1    MUMBAI CITY FC (Q)

4    FC GOA

38617

2    ATK MOHUN BAGAN (Q) 241016

3    NORTHEAST UNITED

331117

TEAM LDWP

3

14 34

13 36
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KERALA BLASTERS
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67417 -2 19    BENGALURU FC

76518 -4 21    JAMSHEDPUR FC



‘At this club, even the
lows have been blessings’
Blues’ Faithful Aditya Santosh Opened Up About His Love 
For Bengaluru FC, How He’s Indebted To The Club For 
More Than Just The Football, And Why He Believes The 
Players And Staff Deserve More Than Just Support…

that was only a year or so old, to have two trophies in the cabinet 
was almost unthinkable. The season after, I made my way to the 
stands for almost every single game. I fell so in love with the club, 
the players and its staff that I made it a point to bring more people 
to the stands every time. I even became part of the club’s ticketing 
team. Which brings me to the night of May 31, 2015.

I had sold tickets to at least 120 new people. These were people 
who had never been to a game, who didn’t know much about the 
club, some of them were coming to a football game for the very 
first time. It was a big moment for me, and I knew we had to win. 
All we needed was three points and we’d have a third trophy. We 
all know what happened next. I still remember sitting in the 
stands with a few of my friends, just crying. We were bawling, 
almost. Somewhere inside me that day, I realised this was more 
than just a club. 

When I joined college for Engineering, it wasn’t something I 
enjoyed, and there were days when I didn’t look forward to going 
to class. I remember my first year, when the only thing I would 
wait for was the BFC game on the weekend. Even during the off 
season, the club does so many things to make sure we are 
interacted with and that we are kept engaged. There was a lot 
going on in my life, and in my worst moments, it was this club that 
kept me going.

When we had our worst season in the I-League in 2016-17, things 
simply wouldn’t go our way. And at some points in this season, it 
has felt the same; only it’s so much more different for us, as fans. 
I go back to the time we unfurled that banner in the West Block. It 
read ‘I’ll be here. Next year. Every year.’ It was a promise we 
made, and it is one we will keep. Regardless of where this club 
finishes in any season.

But in 2018, when we lost the Indian Super League final to 
Chennaiyin FC after cruising our way through the League stages, I 
began to ask myself why this was happening. It felt like Bagan in 
2015 all over again that night, and we’d also lost the AFC Cup final 
in between. The truth is, even these moments, which have been 
so tough for us as fans to experience, have been blessings. We’ve 
been privileged to be supporters of a club that, no matter what, 
manages to get us in the reckoning for a title every season. Even 
last year when we had all those injuries, suspensions, attacking 
problems, we managed to get ourselves in the semifinal and even 
two goals up. A season like this can be upsetting, yes. But what 
this team needs the most right now is our support.
I’m looking ahead, and I know I’ve done this before. In 2015, when 

It was early 2014 when I first heard about Bengaluru FC. I was 
always into football, but it had been mostly just the Premier 
League, the World Cups, the Euros and Liverpool FC. When I 
heard about Bengaluru FC, I was in my tenth grade and it wasn’t 
easy to make my way to the stadium for the games. Back then, we 
played at the BFS, and I remember when I finally made it to a 
game, it was our final home game of the first season, against 
Pune FC. It was a special moment, but I didn’t even realise it.

A few weeks later, I read that BFC had won the I-League title and 
then the next year the club won the Federation Cup. For a club 

we went ahead and won the same title in 2016. In 2018, when we 
lost the ISL final and went ahead and won the Super Cup to keep 
our little trophy run going. In 2019, when exactly a year to the day 
we lost to Chennaiyin, we beat FC Goa to lift the cup. Do I know 
the good times will come back? One hundred percent. And I’ll be 
shouting from wherever I am.

And that’s been the toughest part about this season. At the 
Kanteerava, on so many nights, it felt like we were on the pitch 
with those boys in blue. It felt like they were playing better 
because of us. As supporters, this has been the worst season 
because we cannot get that encouragement across to them. 
As fans, we are given the option to criticise or to support, and 
some of us, we do both. There’s so many of us who talk about 
recruitment, players, management, and rightly so. But I choose to 
believe that the best thing for me to do right now is support the 
club because I know that these players, the staff or the 
management we have would never go out there and not want to 
win a trophy that is at stake.

It saddens me especially that this season is behind closed doors, 
because next year I am headed abroad for higher studies. There is 
nothing I would have loved more than to attend a Bengaluru FC 
game before I went away, but such is life. When I return, and I will 
return, I hope to see these boys back to their best, winning games 
and fighting for trophies. And regardless of what happens until 
then, I will be in that number, I will sing for the boys and I will 
support this club. Because in my time of need, that’s what I got 
from them.
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that was only a year or so old, to have two trophies in the cabinet 
was almost unthinkable. The season after, I made my way to the 
stands for almost every single game. I fell so in love with the club, 
the players and its staff that I made it a point to bring more people 
to the stands every time. I even became part of the club’s ticketing 
team. Which brings me to the night of May 31, 2015.

I had sold tickets to at least 120 new people. These were people 
who had never been to a game, who didn’t know much about the 
club, some of them were coming to a football game for the very 
first time. It was a big moment for me, and I knew we had to win. 
All we needed was three points and we’d have a third trophy. We 
all know what happened next. I still remember sitting in the 
stands with a few of my friends, just crying. We were bawling, 
almost. Somewhere inside me that day, I realised this was more 
than just a club. 

When I joined college for Engineering, it wasn’t something I 
enjoyed, and there were days when I didn’t look forward to going 
to class. I remember my first year, when the only thing I would 
wait for was the BFC game on the weekend. Even during the off 
season, the club does so many things to make sure we are 
interacted with and that we are kept engaged. There was a lot 
going on in my life, and in my worst moments, it was this club that 
kept me going.

When we had our worst season in the I-League in 2016-17, things 
simply wouldn’t go our way. And at some points in this season, it 
has felt the same; only it’s so much more different for us, as fans. 
I go back to the time we unfurled that banner in the West Block. It 
read ‘I’ll be here. Next year. Every year.’ It was a promise we 
made, and it is one we will keep. Regardless of where this club 
finishes in any season.

But in 2018, when we lost the Indian Super League final to 
Chennaiyin FC after cruising our way through the League stages, I 
began to ask myself why this was happening. It felt like Bagan in 
2015 all over again that night, and we’d also lost the AFC Cup final 
in between. The truth is, even these moments, which have been 
so tough for us as fans to experience, have been blessings. We’ve 
been privileged to be supporters of a club that, no matter what, 
manages to get us in the reckoning for a title every season. Even 
last year when we had all those injuries, suspensions, attacking 
problems, we managed to get ourselves in the semifinal and even 
two goals up. A season like this can be upsetting, yes. But what 
this team needs the most right now is our support.
I’m looking ahead, and I know I’ve done this before. In 2015, when 

It was early 2014 when I first heard about Bengaluru FC. I was 
always into football, but it had been mostly just the Premier 
League, the World Cups, the Euros and Liverpool FC. When I 
heard about Bengaluru FC, I was in my tenth grade and it wasn’t 
easy to make my way to the stadium for the games. Back then, we 
played at the BFS, and I remember when I finally made it to a 
game, it was our final home game of the first season, against 
Pune FC. It was a special moment, but I didn’t even realise it.

A few weeks later, I read that BFC had won the I-League title and 
then the next year the club won the Federation Cup. For a club 

we went ahead and won the same title in 2016. In 2018, when we 
lost the ISL final and went ahead and won the Super Cup to keep 
our little trophy run going. In 2019, when exactly a year to the day 
we lost to Chennaiyin, we beat FC Goa to lift the cup. Do I know 
the good times will come back? One hundred percent. And I’ll be 
shouting from wherever I am.

And that’s been the toughest part about this season. At the 
Kanteerava, on so many nights, it felt like we were on the pitch 
with those boys in blue. It felt like they were playing better 
because of us. As supporters, this has been the worst season 
because we cannot get that encouragement across to them. 
As fans, we are given the option to criticise or to support, and 
some of us, we do both. There’s so many of us who talk about 
recruitment, players, management, and rightly so. But I choose to 
believe that the best thing for me to do right now is support the 
club because I know that these players, the staff or the 
management we have would never go out there and not want to 
win a trophy that is at stake.

It saddens me especially that this season is behind closed doors, 
because next year I am headed abroad for higher studies. There is 
nothing I would have loved more than to attend a Bengaluru FC 
game before I went away, but such is life. When I return, and I will 
return, I hope to see these boys back to their best, winning games 
and fighting for trophies. And regardless of what happens until 
then, I will be in that number, I will sing for the boys and I will 
support this club. Because in my time of need, that’s what I got 
from them.
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