


Pilkington and Steinmann are capable of, and we will have a busy 
night trying to keep these players quiet. 

What makes the task tougher is the absence of two very 
influential players for us in Juanan Gonzalez and Erik Paartalu. 
Juan pulled his hamstring early in the game against Hyderabad 
and faces time on the sideline. Erik, meanwhile, has collected 
enough yellow cards to miss the game with a suspension. 
However, we will step on to the pitch as a team and I know for a 
fact that every single player who has a role to play, will be doing 
more than what he is capable of. 

We have been desperate for that one victory, but more importantly, 
we will be relentless in our pursuit of it. For eighty minutes 
against Hyderabad, we showed how much we have improved. Now 
we need to replicate it and pull the result over the line. Despite 
everything, my belief and that of this team is strong. We will keep 
picking ourselves up till we get what we are after. As for you 
supporters, all we can ask is to share that belief. Hope we all have 
a good game.

Love,
Naushad Moosa

Good evening everyone, 

It’s been a season of suffering and difficult lessons, but on 
Thursday night we - and I personally - suffered what was our 
biggest heartbreak of the season. We played some fantastic 
football against a top-notch side for eighty five minutes, and even 
had our reward with a two-goal cushion, only to throw it away in a 
span of six minutes. To tell you it was hard to swallow, would be 
an understatement. It took us that night to come to terms with it.

But here we are, back again, ready to grind it out and keep our 
dream of making the play-off stages, alive. I have mentioned this 
before and it still stands true - we are going to be throwing 
everything we have at the last six games of the regular season, 
because we are a team that is used to winning and showing 
character. We owe ourselves this.

Tonight we return to the Tilak Maidan to take on East Bengal who, 
like us, have three points from their last four games and again, 
like us, are in dire need of a victory. This is a team that has been 
playing some very impressive football as the League has 
progressed, but they have been unfortunate with the results. 
Robbie Fowler has got some fantastic foreign signings who anchor 
the team and we’ve seen what players like Bright, Maghoma, 
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02 THE BIG
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TURN OF FORTUNES
While Bengaluru are still in search of their elusive first win under 
Naushad Moosa, SC East Bengal’s last win came against the Blues at 
the Fatorda in the reverse fixture of tonight’s encounter. Matti 
Steinmann’s first-half goal was the difference between the sides 
when they met just over three weeks ago, and Robbie Fowler’s side 
will be eager to do the double tonight. Bengaluru, meanwhile, have 
failed to pick up three points in their last eight encounters, even 
though performances have been far from ordinary. Which way will it 
tip at the Tilak Maidan tonight?

RESOLUTE AT THE BACK
Bengaluru have come up against inspired performances from 
goalkeepers on more than a few occasions in their last eight outings, 
and Debjit Majumder’s five saves in the reverse fixture was among the 
highest made by a goalkeeper in a match this season. The 
32-year-old currently tops the chart for the most saves by any 
goalkeeper in this edition of the Indian Super League with 49, and the 
Blues will have to be lethal if they are to get past him.

SEEING IT OUT
The Blues have dropped NINE points from winning positions this 
season, letting a two-goal advantage slip on two occasions; first in 
the opener against FC Goa at the Fatorda, and most recently at the 
Tilak Maidan against Hyderabad FC. Nine points would have seen the 
Blues sit in second place on the table and, heading into the business 
end of the League stages, Moosa’s men will do well to see games out 
if they are to make the playoffs come March.



03BFC
SQUAD

   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

28  LALTHUAMMAWIA RALTE

30  LARA SHARMA

 

   DEFENDERS

  2   RAHUL BHEKE

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

  5   JUAN ANTONIO GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ

10  HARMANJOT SINGH KHABRA

15  WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

19  AJITH KUMAR

24  JOE ZOHERLIANA

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

29  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

55  FRAN GONZALEZ



   MIDFIELDERS

  6   ERIK PAARTALU

14  DIMAS DELGADO

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

27  SURESH WANGJAM

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

33  EMANUEL LALCHHANCHUAHA

35  BISWA DARJEE

36  THOI SINGH

37  AMAY MORAJKAR

 

   FORWARDS

  7   XISCO HERNANDEZ

  9   KRISTIAN OPSETH

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

18  THONGKHOSIEM HAOKIP

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA
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SQUAD

   GOALKEEPERS

24  DEBJIT MAJUMDER

32  MIRSHAD MICHU

40  SUVAM SEN

91  SUBRATA PAUL

 

   DEFENDERS

  2  SCOTT NEVILLE

  4  DANIEL FOX

16  RANA GHARAMI

21  NARAYAN DAS

25  SAMAD MALLICK

27  LALRAMCHULLOVA

31  NINGTHOUKHONGJAM ROHEN SINGH

47  RAJU GAIKWAD

55  ANKIT MUKHERJEE

66  MOHAMED IRSHAD

   MIDFIELDERS

  6  MATTI STEINMANN

  8  MOHAMMED RAFIQUE

14  WAHENGBAM LUWANG

17  YUMNAM SINGH

18  EUGENESON LYNGDOH

19  JACQUES MAGHOMA

20  AARON AMADI-HOLLOWAY

22  ANTHONY PILKINGTON

23  BIKASH JAIRU

26  SEHNAJ SINGH

29  SURCHANDRA SINGH

33  LOKEN MEITEI

35  MILAN SINGH

44  HAOBAM SINGH

56  AJAY CHHETRI

 

   FORWARDS

10  BRIGHT ENOBAKHARE

12  JEJE LALPEKHLUA

15  BALWANT SINGH

28  GIRIK KHOSLA

30  CK VINEETH

34  HARMANPREET SINGH
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05UPCOMING
GAMES

FEBRUARY
  5    Chennaiyin FC              H

  9    ATK Mohun Bagan        H

15    Mumbai City FC            A

21    FC Goa                             H

25    Jamshedpur FC            A
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GAMES

Bengaluru FC East Bengal

TWO

THREE

GOALS

TOP SCORERS THIS SEASON

CLEAN SHEETS

TACKLES

365 424 167 133

SHOTS

YELLOW CARDS

31

CROSSES

30 163 160

The first game between the 
sides ended in a 1-0 win for 
the Kolkata side.

GAME 1
1-0

Sunil Chhetri
5 Goals

Matti Steinmann
3 Goals



JERSEY PARTNERS

OFFICIAL PARTNERS
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Sunil Chhetri vs 
Danny Fox
The skipper’s been handed a central role in the 
Blues’ last three outings, and has been a focal point for the 
Bengaluru attack, opening the scoring against Hyderabad FC in 
their previous encounter. Chhetri’s glancing header was the first 
of many openings the 36-year-old made for himself, and his 
battle against Danny Fox will be one to look out for at the Tilak 
Maidan. The English born Scottish footballer has represented 
Southampton, Burnley and Celtic among other clubs in Europe’s 
top flights, and the skipper will have to be at his lethal best to get 
past the 34-year-old tonight.



KEY
BATTLES

Bright Enobakhare vs 
Suresh Wangjam
Twenty-two year old Bright Enobakhare has taken 
the Indian Super League by storm, and has two goals in six 
appearances for the Red and Golds, including a ‘goal of the 
season’ contender against FC Goa in only his second game. The 
Blues will surely have a plan to stop the Nigerian’s advances, 
and one man in particular may be tasked with a big chunk of the 
task. Suresh Wangjam has made a name for himself by being a 
man-marker, and the 20-year-old Manipuri midfielder will have 
to be on his toes to make sure Enobakhare doesn’t make a yard 
for himself.



Rahul Bheke vs 
Jacques Maghoma
Jacques Maghoma is a perennial drifter on the 
East Bengal flanks, and while his position on the pitch 
often changes as the game progresses, Rahul Bheke may be the 
one who comes up against the Congolese the most. Maghoma 
comes with experience playing for Birmingham City, Burton 
Albion and Sheffield Wednesday, and his work-rate and ability to 
carry the ball forward into dangerous areas has proved to be a 
big asset for Robbie Fowler’s men. Bheke will have his work cut 
out tonight, and in the absence of Juanan Gonzalez, the 
30-year-old defender will have to be at his best if the Blues are 
to keep their first clean sheet of the calendar year.

KEY
BATTLES
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STORY

Restless for
the right reasons 
He’s The Youngest On The Squad, But Emanuel 
Lalchhanchhuaha Shows No Signs Of Being A Junior. A 
Boy In A Squad Of Men, The 19-Year-Old Admits His Time 
Isn’t Here Yet, But He Has No Doubt It Will Come...

Interestingly, he wasn’t on either of the two buses that made their 
way to Goa from Bellary. A mainstay with the Bengaluru reserves 
for two seasons, Emanuel was part of the first phase of 
pre-season with the senior team in Bellary - a stint he wanted to 
enjoy as long as it lasted. “I got to train with the senior team for a 
month and I enjoyed every single day of pre-season. They left and 
I stayed back.” But that was until the Academy manager soon 
gave him a 48-hour heads up to pack his bags and join the team 
in Goa.

Coming from a village that comprises roughly around 150 
families, a fourteen-year-old Emanuel made his way to the state 
team and then played the National Sub-Juniour Championship 
where he did enough to catch the eye of those watching and earn 
his place in the India U14 scheme of things. Emanuel would soon 
pack a much bigger bag after he was named among the 35 
youngsters as part of the Tata Trusts U Dream Football project 
who would make the trip to Bitburg, Germany to train and study.

Things were supposed to look up on his return, but instead 
Emanuel found himself hitting dead ends. “I was back home and a 
little lost when I was advised to play in the Mizoram Premier 
League to at least start being relevant again. I joined local side 
Electric Veng and began playing the MPL.”

He puts up a mild fight to stay true to the shy, cautious mien that 
most footballers from the region he belongs to carry around with 
them. But turn the right keys, and Emanuel Lalchhanchhuaha 
changes his disposition and tone in a matter of seconds. He spells 
his surname with authority, breaks down Luka Modric effortlessly 
and is accurate with the details of his still small, but eventful start 
to professional football. At 19, Emanuel is the youngest member 
on the Bengaluru FC squad in a season that’s turning out to be a 
platform where ability, and not age, is deciding team sheets.

Timing is everything in football, and Head Of Youth Development, 
Naushad Moosa made the trip to Aizawl in 2018 to scout the MPL 
for talent he could bring back to Bengaluru FC. Things fell in 
place and Emanuel was on the next flight to the garden city. But 
just like good timing, wretched luck also plays its part in football 
and an ankle injury kept the youngster out for a fair bit of his first 
season. His potential earned him a National Team U19 call-up, 
but the ankle played rogue once again, and Emanuel was back to 
square one. “I ended up injuring the same ankle four times and 
that kept setting me back. Every time I picked up the injury I had 
no choice but to begin all over again,” says Emanuel, who is now 
confident that he’s completed his share of ankle injuries and has 
only moved forward.

A midfielder who finds joy in doing the dirty work at the back, 
breaking up play and triggering a move for his side - Emanuel 
says he looks up to things that Dimas Delgado does at training 
and in games. It’s a pleasant coincidence that he shares his 
birthday with El Mago.

On the personal front too, Emanuel has had it far from easy, but 
the youngster handles himself with astonishing maturity and calm 
when he runs you through the details. The boy lost his father to 
a tragic mishap when Emanuel was still schooling, and soon after, 
had to be raised by his grandparents and his uncle in the small 
hamlet of Pehlawn. “I was eleven and my younger brother, 
five, when I lost my father. He was too young to understand what 
happened, but I fully understood the gravity of what had 
happened. Things soon changed at home and my brother and 
I were taken care of by my grandparents,” says Emanuel 
without flinching.

A big part of why Emanuel wants to succeed in football is to make 
his father proud. “He never let any chance go to take me to watch 
a game of football and he wasn’t around when I decided to make 
the sport my life. It would be nice if I worked hard and made it as 
a little thank you for him,” he says.

For now, Emanuel has his to-do list on him at all times. “I have to 
improve my decision making, learn to release the ball quicker, 
learn as much as I can from the experienced players around me 
and when I get my chance, I need to play like I have been ready all 
this while.” 
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1    MUMBAI CITY FC

4    FC GOA

37515

2    ATK MOHUN BAGAN 33814

3    HYDERABAD FC

23914
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13 30
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7

NORTHEAST UNITED
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8
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56314BENGALURU FC -2 15
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SC EAST BENGAL
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57315 -5 16    CHENNAIYIN FC

56415 -3 18    JAMSHEDPUR FC




