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01MISTER’S
NOTES

Good evening everyone,

It’s bang in the middle of the week, but we’re going to be on your 
screens in just a bit from now again, and I hope you’ve wrapped up 
all your work calls for the day, and have pulled on your Bengaluru 
FC blue. I could tell from all the chatter on social media the kind 
of spring Sunday’s result against Kerala Blasters put in your 
stride, and I am happy that we could follow up on our wish of 
making your weekend a very good one. 

The game was a fantastic exhibition of the kind of football and 
character we are capable of showing. To go down by a goal, miss a 
penalty and then come back the way we did, tells you about the 
intent and desire the team had to get all the points. And to have 
four different names on the scoresheet was even more pleasing. 

But we aren’t among the teams that dwell too much on both, a win 
and a defeat. Instead we use the positives to launch us into the 
next game. And our challenge today has a hungry Odisha FC at the 
other end. The table and form guide may tip us as favourites 
tonight, but I have been in football long enough to know better. 
Teams in search of their first win always come out thinking that 
the next game is one where their fortunes will turn, and that’s 
what makes Odisha dangerous today. 

I felt they showed great spirit to come back from two goals down 
to draw against Jamshedpur, and were really unlucky to concede 
in the dying seconds against ATK Mohun Bagan. The League is 
very competitive this season, and we will have to keep performing 
at high levels consistently, and that includes today. 

We have had three days to prepare for this game and I am happy 
with the way everyone has been helping the team. We will need all 
hands on deck. I was happy to be able to hand Pratik his first start 
for the club, and even give young Muirang a few minutes towards 
the end. All the boys - experienced and young, have been working 
hard and they are getting their chances. 

Once again, we will look to improve from our last performance, 
like we have been doing with every passing game for the last three 
games now. The aim is to put into action all our plans, to keep 
climbing the table and to always give you a reason to wear the 
Bengaluru shirt with pride!

Love,
Carles
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02 THE BIG
PREVIEW

The Blues visit the GMC Stadium in Bambolim today to 
take on Odisha FC, one of the three sides yet to register 
a win this season. Here are three points to keep an eye 
out for tonight.

NO HOSTAGES
Odisha FC’s disciplinary record is a contrast. The side have 
recorded the third-fewest fouls in the League so far, with their 
average of 11.8 fouls per game higher than only SC East Bengal. 
That said, their tally of 16 yellow cards is more than all but one 
team (Mumbai City FC). That’s one yellow card picked up for every 
3.69 tackles they have made! 

The Kalinga Warriors, as they call themselves, really do go to war 
on the pitch and the Blues should be wary of challenges that may 
tend to end up being more severe than when they occur in other 
fixtures.

MAGIC IN THE MIDDLE
While the Blues’ newly recruited Brazilian has been off to a good 
start, the same can not be said of Odisha FC’s number 10. Cleiton 
Siva has two goals and one assist so far, and has generally been in 
the thick of things for the team going forward. On the other hand, 
Marcelinho is yet to make an impact on Odisha’s fortunes. 

With a short pre-season and foreigners taking time to return to 
full fitness, Marcelinho’s time on the pitch has been limited so far. 
But on his day, the attacking midfielder can be the difference for 
his team, as past seasons have shown. Whose Samba will lead his 
team over the line tonight?

SHOT CONVERSION
Odisha FC have scored just two goals despite taking 45 shots in 
their games so far. However, only 12 of their efforts have been on 
target. It must be noted that Odisha’s players have been trying  
their luck from distance. 

And the numbers don’t lie. Kerala Blasters have scored three 
more goals than Odisha despite having just nine shots on target. 
The Blues defence will look to break their rhythm around the 
18-yard box and with India’s number one in goal, may restrict 
them to efforts from far.
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03BFC
SQUAD

   GOALKEEPERS

  1   GURPREET SINGH SANDHU

28  LALTHUAMMAWIA RALTE

30  LARA SHARMA

 

   DEFENDERS

  2   RAHUL BHEKE

  4   PRATIK CHAUDHARI

  5   JUAN ANTONIO GONZALEZ FERNANDEZ

10  HARMANJOT SINGH KHABRA

15  WUNGNGAYAM MUIRANG

19  AJITH KUMAR

24  JOE ZOHERLIANA

25  NAMGYAL BHUTIA

29  PARAG SATISH SHRIVAS

55  FRAN GONZALEZ

   MIDFIELDERS

  6   ERIK PAARTALU

13  AJAY CHHETRI

14  DIMAS DELGADO

22  ASHIQUE KURUNIYAN

27  SURESH WANGJAM

31  LEON AUGUSTINE

32  NAOREM ROSHAN SINGH

33  EMANUEL LALCHHANCHUAHA

35  BISWA DARJEE

36  THOI SINGH

37  AMAY MORAJKAR

 

   FORWARDS

  9   KRISTIAN OPSETH

11  SUNIL CHHETRI

17  EDMUND LALRINDIKA

18  THONGKHOSIEM HAOKIP

21  UDANTA SINGH

23  CLEITON SILVA

26  DESHORN BROWN
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04 OFC
SQUAD

   GOALKEEPERS

  1  ARSHDEEP SINGH

21  KAMALJIT SINGH

23  RAVI KUMAR

30  ANKIT BHUYAN

 

   DEFENDERS

  3   MOHD SAJID DHOT

  5  HENDRY ANTONAY

12  SAURABH MEHR

13  GAURAV BORA

15  SHUBHAM SARANGI

18  JACOB TRATT

26  KAMALPREET SINGH

27  STEVEN TAYLOR

32  GEORGE D'SOUZA

   MIDFIELDERS

  2  THOIBA SINGH

  4  LALHREZUALA SAILUNG

  6  COLE ALEXANDER

  8  PAUL RAMFANGZAUVA

  9  SAMUEL LALMUANPUIA

16  VINIT RAI

17  JERRY MAWIHMINGTHANGA

22  NANDHAKUMAR SEKAR

33  BAORINGDAO BODO

71  ISAK VANLALRUATFELA

 

   FORWARDS

10  MARCELO PEREIRA

11  DIEGO MAURICIO

14  DANIEL LALHLIMPUIA

24  MANUEL ONWU

28  LAISHRAM SINGH
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05UPCOMING
GAMES

DECEMBER
21    ATK Mohun Bagan             A

28    Jamshedpur FC                 H

JANUARY
5      Mumbai City FC                                  H

9      SC East Bengal                                     H



06 STAT
ATTACK

100%
The Blues have played THE TEAM FROM Odisha
twice so far, defeating them ON BOTH OCCASIONS 
last season.

50
Should Ashique Kuruniyan feature tonight, he
will mark his 50th Indian Super League game,
having made 26 appearances with FC Pune City
and 23 so far with the Blues.

GAME 1 2019-20

RECORD
vs OFC

0-1

GAME 2 2019-20
3-0

2 WINS



JERSEY PARTNERS

OFFICIAL PARTNERS





07KEY
PLAYERS

While Odisha FC currently hold the unwanted 
record of being the only side yet to register a clean 
sheet this campaign, very little of that has to do with the 
presence of Arshdeep Singh between the posts. With him 
guarding the goalposts, Odisha have conceded just two 
goals in 180 minutes, having earlier conceded five in 
three games. 

With good reflexes and a vocal presence in the box, he 
brings a sense of calm to the Odisha defence, and has 
made almost as many saves as Golden Glove leader 
Arindam Bhattacharja, despite playing four games fewer.

Arshdeep
Singh



KEY
PLAYERS

Odisha FC’s only goals of the season so far 
have been scored by Diego Mauricio, who came off 
the bench against Jamshedpur FC and scored a 13-minute 
brace to salvage a point - the only one they have put on the 
table so far. The Brazilian, who started his career at 
Flamengo, is adept at playing as a target man, hovering 
over the shoulders of the opposition centre-backs while 
using his pace to get in behind them. 

The manner in which he scored his two goals, reacting first 
to convert a rebound from close range and later cutting 
inside to smash the ball into the corner from the edge of 
the box, show that he is no one-trick-pony. The Blues will 
have to keep an eye on his movement tonight.

Diego
Mauricio



08 COVER
STORY

A first of many
In Making A Four-Minute Cameo Against 
Kerala Blasters, Wungngayam Muirang Became 
The First Footballer From Ukhrul To Play In The 
Indian Super League. While He Concedes There Is A 
Long Way To Go, His Journey To Become A Part Of 
The BFC Family Has Been Anything But Short…

Gokulam offered me a contract, and BFC wanted me to trial for 
ten days before making a decision. If I chose BFC and didn’t get 
selected, I wouldn’t have a club. I chose Gokulam, because if they 
really thought I was good enough, they would come again. I kept 
wondering how things would have been if I had gone for the trial, 
but I also made it a point to work as hard as I could, just so that 
the call would come again, and it did. I’m glad things panned out 
the way they did.”

Nearing the end of the interview, we pop the question about 
joining the Blues, and his recent debut; a four-minute cameo 
against Kerala Blasters. Composed in his response, Muirang says 
that his first appearance in a Blue shirt was a lot more than 
meets the eye. 

“When I came to BFC, there were people back home who would 
call me every day to find out what it was like. I remember the 
moment Chhetri bhai walked into the dining area and sat with us. 
It was similar to when I saw Reisangmei Vashum all those years 
ago, except this time I was sitting next to Chhetri bhai; I was in the 
same club with him.” 

Becoming the first footballer from Ukhrul to play in the Indian 
Super League was a massive moment for Muirang, who hopes it 
would go on to inspire more children to take up the sport. “My 
parents are farmers and I have four siblings. Most families in 
Ukhrul are like mine. We do lots of things in search of a better 
life, but sport isn’t one of them. I was waiting to make my debut 
because there are children back home who will go on to believe 
that they can do it too. I know that for a fact, because I used to be 
one of them.”

He’s honest in telling us he wouldn’t go so far as to call them 
idols, but Muirang says it was in those moments that he decided 
that football was the dream he wanted to run after. “I never got to 
watch any of them play many competitive games, but yes they 
really inspired me. When I saw them, the way they were treated 
back at home, the way they spoke to us and gave us advice, I 
wanted to work hard and give that meaning,” Muirang says.

Having convinced his parents that football was the way, Muirang 
made his way to the SAI centre. There, he learned his trade. Two 
more seasons passed before Muirang decided he needed a club to 
move ahead.

“I read somewhere that Guwahati Town Club needed a striker, and 
decided I would give it a shot. I was a midfielder, but I didn’t care. I 
went for the trial and barely even touched the ball for an entire 
game. Luckily, one of my friends at Shillong Lajong said he would 
organize a trial there for me the very next day, and I got through. I 
decided that was the last time I’d change positions on the pitch. I 
was wrong,” Muirang laughs.

Strong performances with Shillong’s youth team in the Bayern 
Cup in 2014 earned Muirang a trip to Germany where his move to 
Pune FC materialised. Taking the advice of a friend who would 
later become his teammate, Muirang packed his bags to move 
across the country.

“Pune was a different experience. In Ukhrul, life is slow; not many 
things happen. Moving to Pune was massive for me, because I 
needed to get used to that. I learned a lot while I was at Pune, and 
in 2017, I got a call up to the India U19 team,” Muirang smiles.

It would be the first of two national team calls he would earn, the 
second coming during his time at Gokulam in 2019, when he 
joined the India U23 camp. Between the two calls, Muirang 
switched positions. “At Pune, I remember we were playing a 
tournament and we had injuries to our defenders. The coach told 
one of the defenders to play in midfield, and I was asked to play in 
defence. I have to say I enjoyed it there, because I knew how to 
pass the ball forward in the way I liked to receive it as a 
midfielder. Things changed quickly after that.”

His performances in a Gokulam shirt had the people at Bengaluru 
FC sit and take notice, but Muirang says he wanted to be sure he 
was good enough before he made the switch. “When Bengaluru 
FC first wanted to sign me, I was playing on loan at Gokulam. 

The railway station nearest to Ukhrul is 314 kilometres away, in 
Dimapur. It is a distance that Wungngayam Muirang has covered 
many times, in search of a career in football. Growing up in a 
quaint village that sits between the hills in Manipur, Muirang tells 
us that he owes it to the footballers from his community for 
making him want to chase the sport for a living.

“A lot of kids in Ukhrul love football, but few believe that the sport 
can put food on the table for you. I remember when I was about 
six or seven years old, we had a tournament during the Shirui Lily 
festival, and I was in awe of Reisangmei Vashum, who would come 
there to watch or sometimes even join in. It’s a small tournament, 
but he made it a big deal and people would come and watch. I 
remember sitting in the stands, seeing him wearing a thick 
National Team jacket, greeting everyone and clicking pictures. 
And that’s when I thought ‘wow, this is cool’. There were others 
too, like Somatai Shaiza and Sochungmi Raleng, who were from 
my village.”



Gokulam offered me a contract, and BFC wanted me to trial for 
ten days before making a decision. If I chose BFC and didn’t get 
selected, I wouldn’t have a club. I chose Gokulam, because if they 
really thought I was good enough, they would come again. I kept 
wondering how things would have been if I had gone for the trial, 
but I also made it a point to work as hard as I could, just so that 
the call would come again, and it did. I’m glad things panned out 
the way they did.”

Nearing the end of the interview, we pop the question about 
joining the Blues, and his recent debut; a four-minute cameo 
against Kerala Blasters. Composed in his response, Muirang says 
that his first appearance in a Blue shirt was a lot more than 
meets the eye. 

“When I came to BFC, there were people back home who would 
call me every day to find out what it was like. I remember the 
moment Chhetri bhai walked into the dining area and sat with us. 
It was similar to when I saw Reisangmei Vashum all those years 
ago, except this time I was sitting next to Chhetri bhai; I was in the 
same club with him.” 

Becoming the first footballer from Ukhrul to play in the Indian 
Super League was a massive moment for Muirang, who hopes it 
would go on to inspire more children to take up the sport. “My 
parents are farmers and I have four siblings. Most families in 
Ukhrul are like mine. We do lots of things in search of a better 
life, but sport isn’t one of them. I was waiting to make my debut 
because there are children back home who will go on to believe 
that they can do it too. I know that for a fact, because I used to be 
one of them.”

He’s honest in telling us he wouldn’t go so far as to call them 
idols, but Muirang says it was in those moments that he decided 
that football was the dream he wanted to run after. “I never got to 
watch any of them play many competitive games, but yes they 
really inspired me. When I saw them, the way they were treated 
back at home, the way they spoke to us and gave us advice, I 
wanted to work hard and give that meaning,” Muirang says.

Having convinced his parents that football was the way, Muirang 
made his way to the SAI centre. There, he learned his trade. Two 
more seasons passed before Muirang decided he needed a club to 
move ahead.

“I read somewhere that Guwahati Town Club needed a striker, and 
decided I would give it a shot. I was a midfielder, but I didn’t care. I 
went for the trial and barely even touched the ball for an entire 
game. Luckily, one of my friends at Shillong Lajong said he would 
organize a trial there for me the very next day, and I got through. I 
decided that was the last time I’d change positions on the pitch. I 
was wrong,” Muirang laughs.

Strong performances with Shillong’s youth team in the Bayern 
Cup in 2014 earned Muirang a trip to Germany where his move to 
Pune FC materialised. Taking the advice of a friend who would 
later become his teammate, Muirang packed his bags to move 
across the country.

“Pune was a different experience. In Ukhrul, life is slow; not many 
things happen. Moving to Pune was massive for me, because I 
needed to get used to that. I learned a lot while I was at Pune, and 
in 2017, I got a call up to the India U19 team,” Muirang smiles.

It would be the first of two national team calls he would earn, the 
second coming during his time at Gokulam in 2019, when he 
joined the India U23 camp. Between the two calls, Muirang 
switched positions. “At Pune, I remember we were playing a 
tournament and we had injuries to our defenders. The coach told 
one of the defenders to play in midfield, and I was asked to play in 
defence. I have to say I enjoyed it there, because I knew how to 
pass the ball forward in the way I liked to receive it as a 
midfielder. Things changed quickly after that.”

His performances in a Gokulam shirt had the people at Bengaluru 
FC sit and take notice, but Muirang says he wanted to be sure he 
was good enough before he made the switch. “When Bengaluru 
FC first wanted to sign me, I was playing on loan at Gokulam. 

The railway station nearest to Ukhrul is 314 kilometres away, in 
Dimapur. It is a distance that Wungngayam Muirang has covered 
many times, in search of a career in football. Growing up in a 
quaint village that sits between the hills in Manipur, Muirang tells 
us that he owes it to the footballers from his community for 
making him want to chase the sport for a living.

“A lot of kids in Ukhrul love football, but few believe that the sport 
can put food on the table for you. I remember when I was about 
six or seven years old, we had a tournament during the Shirui Lily 
festival, and I was in awe of Reisangmei Vashum, who would come 
there to watch or sometimes even join in. It’s a small tournament, 
but he made it a big deal and people would come and watch. I 
remember sitting in the stands, seeing him wearing a thick 
National Team jacket, greeting everyone and clicking pictures. 
And that’s when I thought ‘wow, this is cool’. There were others 
too, like Somatai Shaiza and Sochungmi Raleng, who were from 
my village.”



Gokulam offered me a contract, and BFC wanted me to trial for 
ten days before making a decision. If I chose BFC and didn’t get 
selected, I wouldn’t have a club. I chose Gokulam, because if they 
really thought I was good enough, they would come again. I kept 
wondering how things would have been if I had gone for the trial, 
but I also made it a point to work as hard as I could, just so that 
the call would come again, and it did. I’m glad things panned out 
the way they did.”

Nearing the end of the interview, we pop the question about 
joining the Blues, and his recent debut; a four-minute cameo 
against Kerala Blasters. Composed in his response, Muirang says 
that his first appearance in a Blue shirt was a lot more than 
meets the eye. 

“When I came to BFC, there were people back home who would 
call me every day to find out what it was like. I remember the 
moment Chhetri bhai walked into the dining area and sat with us. 
It was similar to when I saw Reisangmei Vashum all those years 
ago, except this time I was sitting next to Chhetri bhai; I was in the 
same club with him.” 

Becoming the first footballer from Ukhrul to play in the Indian 
Super League was a massive moment for Muirang, who hopes it 
would go on to inspire more children to take up the sport. “My 
parents are farmers and I have four siblings. Most families in 
Ukhrul are like mine. We do lots of things in search of a better 
life, but sport isn’t one of them. I was waiting to make my debut 
because there are children back home who will go on to believe 
that they can do it too. I know that for a fact, because I used to be 
one of them.”

He’s honest in telling us he wouldn’t go so far as to call them 
idols, but Muirang says it was in those moments that he decided 
that football was the dream he wanted to run after. “I never got to 
watch any of them play many competitive games, but yes they 
really inspired me. When I saw them, the way they were treated 
back at home, the way they spoke to us and gave us advice, I 
wanted to work hard and give that meaning,” Muirang says.

Having convinced his parents that football was the way, Muirang 
made his way to the SAI centre. There, he learned his trade. Two 
more seasons passed before Muirang decided he needed a club to 
move ahead.

“I read somewhere that Guwahati Town Club needed a striker, and 
decided I would give it a shot. I was a midfielder, but I didn’t care. I 
went for the trial and barely even touched the ball for an entire 
game. Luckily, one of my friends at Shillong Lajong said he would 
organize a trial there for me the very next day, and I got through. I 
decided that was the last time I’d change positions on the pitch. I 
was wrong,” Muirang laughs.

Strong performances with Shillong’s youth team in the Bayern 
Cup in 2014 earned Muirang a trip to Germany where his move to 
Pune FC materialised. Taking the advice of a friend who would 
later become his teammate, Muirang packed his bags to move 
across the country.

“Pune was a different experience. In Ukhrul, life is slow; not many 
things happen. Moving to Pune was massive for me, because I 
needed to get used to that. I learned a lot while I was at Pune, and 
in 2017, I got a call up to the India U19 team,” Muirang smiles.

It would be the first of two national team calls he would earn, the 
second coming during his time at Gokulam in 2019, when he 
joined the India U23 camp. Between the two calls, Muirang 
switched positions. “At Pune, I remember we were playing a 
tournament and we had injuries to our defenders. The coach told 
one of the defenders to play in midfield, and I was asked to play in 
defence. I have to say I enjoyed it there, because I knew how to 
pass the ball forward in the way I liked to receive it as a 
midfielder. Things changed quickly after that.”

His performances in a Gokulam shirt had the people at Bengaluru 
FC sit and take notice, but Muirang says he wanted to be sure he 
was good enough before he made the switch. “When Bengaluru 
FC first wanted to sign me, I was playing on loan at Gokulam. 

The railway station nearest to Ukhrul is 314 kilometres away, in 
Dimapur. It is a distance that Wungngayam Muirang has covered 
many times, in search of a career in football. Growing up in a 
quaint village that sits between the hills in Manipur, Muirang tells 
us that he owes it to the footballers from his community for 
making him want to chase the sport for a living.

“A lot of kids in Ukhrul love football, but few believe that the sport 
can put food on the table for you. I remember when I was about 
six or seven years old, we had a tournament during the Shirui Lily 
festival, and I was in awe of Reisangmei Vashum, who would come 
there to watch or sometimes even join in. It’s a small tournament, 
but he made it a big deal and people would come and watch. I 
remember sitting in the stands, seeing him wearing a thick 
National Team jacket, greeting everyone and clicking pictures. 
And that’s when I thought ‘wow, this is cool’. There were others 
too, like Somatai Shaiza and Sochungmi Raleng, who were from 
my village.”
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1    MUMBAI CITY FC

4    BENGALURU FC

0426

2    ATK MOHUN BAGAN 1146

3    NORTHEAST UNITED
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3

4 13

6 13

GD Pts

10

0325 3 9

5    HYDERABAD FC 0325 2 9

7 JAMSHEDPUR FC

10 ODISHA FC
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8 CHENNAIYIN FC 2215

9 KERALA BLASTERS

1416

-5

-1 5

0 7

2

4105 -5 1

11 SC EAST BENGAL 4105 -8 1

2226 1 86    FC GOA




